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Congressional Document. 


. Exiracts from the President’s Message to Congress, at 
the coin mencement of the first session of the 26th Con- 
gress. 

The present condition of the defences of our prin- 
cipal seaports and navy yards, as represented by the 
accompznying report of the Secretary of War, calls 
for the early and serious attention of Congress; and, as 
connecting itself intimately with this subject, [ cannot 
recommend too strongly to your consideration the 
plan submitted by that officer for the organization of 
the militia of the United States. 

In conformity with the expressed wishes of Con- 
gress, an attempt was made in the spring to termi- 
nate the Florida war by negotiation. It is to be re- 
gretted that these humane intentions should have 
been frustrated, and that the effort to brine these un- 
happy difficulties to a satisfactory conclusion should 
have failed. But, after entering into solemn engage- 
ment with the Commanding General, the Indians, 
without any provocation, recommenced their acts of 
treachery and murder. The renewal of hostilities in 
that Territory renders it necessary that I sould 
recommend to your favorable consideration the plan 
which will be submitted to you by the Secretary of 
War, in order to enable that department to conduct 
them to a successful issue. 

Having had an opportunity of personally inspecting 
a portion of the troops during the last summer, it 
gives me nleasure to bear testimony to the success of 
the effort to improve their discipline, by keeping the:n 
together in as large bodies as the nature of our ser- 
vice will permit. 





the several posts designated by the Secretary of War. 
Notwithstanding the high state of their discip 
excellent police, the evils resulting to the 
from the deficiency of company oflicers wer 
apparent, and J reco:;nmend that the staf oifi<e 
permanently separated from the line. . 
The navy has been usefully and patna 
ployed in protecting the rights an¢ PEE nd = 
citizens, wherever the condition vf aliairseS""". 

. . : he excep1on of one 1n- 
require its presence. With te Fe he inardet 
stance, where an oufrage, accompeilee Dy pe 

ce eet Ann a yosuel of the United States, while 
was committed on a Vessel 0 nA 
c mere, nothing is known to 
engaged in a law/ul commere®> 3 oe 
ree J enrrad to impede ef molest the enterprise of 
acing oS wnat that aement. Where it is so signaliy 
— mene BH Jeanting 415 daring act of piracy, 
display<<. : proceeded iinmediately to the spot, 
Commodvere Read proces™ A 
receiving 10 satisiaction, either in the surrender 
c c ~ — . . 
r the muederers, OF the restoration of the plundered 
> - a . ray 1 ray } + 
property inflieced severe and merited chastisement 
on tke barbarians. ; 
it will be seen, by the report of the Secretary of 
ihe Navy. respecting the disposition of our ships of 
war, that it has been deemed necessary to station a 
competent force on the coast of Africa, to preyent a 
fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners. i HIS 
Recent experience has shown that the provisions in 
our existing laws which relate to the sale and transfer 
of American vessels, while abroad, are extremely de- | 
fective. Advantage has been taken of these defeets, | 
to give to vessels wholly belonging to foreigners, and | 
navigating the ocean, an apparent American owner- 
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I recommend, therefore, that com-| keeping 
modious and permanent barracks be constructed at | circurst 


line and /zegiments ef some : 
gopviee | frontier. Were attended with most salutary effects, and 
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| These circumstances make it proper to recommend to 
'your early attention a careful revision of these laws, 
so that, without impeding the freedom and facilities 
|of our navigation, or impairing an important branch 
|of our industry connected with it, the integrity and 
honor of our flag may be carefully preserved. Infor- 
| mation derived from our Consul at Havana, showing 
the necessity of this, was communicated to a Commit- 
tee of the Senate, near the close of the last session, 
but too late, as it appeared, to be acted upon. It 
will be brought to your notice by the proper depart- 
ment, with additional communications from other 
sources, 

The latest accounts from the Exploring Expedition 
|represent it as proceeding successfully in its objects, 
‘and promising results no less useful to trade and 
navigation than to science. . 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

War DrErraARTMENT, 
Movember 30, 1839. 


Sir: I have the honor to sv2mit to you the follow- 
ing report upon the several branches of the public ser- 
| vice confided to my charg: i 

The army, as will be seen by the accompanying 
report of the Commetding General, has been kept on 
active duty duringthe past year. In Florida, on the 
western, northe?, and maritime frontiers, the troops 
ihave been constantly and usefully einployed. The 
| experience of the last summer has confirmed the opin- 
ion, always eniertained by the Department, that great 
| and decided advantages may accrue to the service from 
che troops together in as large masses as the 
ances of te country will permit, The cam 
Trenton, and the concentration of the 
few of the posts on the northern 





| of sastruction 9 


it asurds me the highest gratification to be able to 
pear testimony to the exertions of the superior officers, 
and to the zeal and industry evinced by those of eve 
grade in their camp and garrison duties, and in drill. 
ing and instructing their men. On this occasion, as 
well as in the field, the deficiency of company officers 
was apparent, and the injury to the service from takin 
so many statt officers from the line was sensibly felt. 
Indeed, it is manifest that the army cannot be efficient 
under its present organization, and that the staff ought 
to be separated from the line. Some further legisla- 
tive enactments are required to prevent improper re- 
cruits being received into the military service, and to 
punish persons who knowingly and wilfully swear 
falsely when taking the oath required by regulations 
to be administered tothem. Minors not unfrequently 
impose themselves upon the recruiting officer, by 
swearing that they are of age, or by producing false 
certificates of the consent et their parents and guar- 
dians to their enlistment, and after receiving their 
clothing, and otherwise putting the Government to 
expense, claim to be released on the plea of being un- 
der age. ‘The commission of this crime is of so fre- 
quent occurrence as to call for aremedy. Itis perju- 
ry, and ought to be so regarded and punished. Expe- 
rience at some of the recruiting stations where boys 
have been taken into the service, with the consent of 
parents and guardians, as drumimers and musicians, 
convinces me that a plan similar to that so advantage- 
ously carried into effect in the navy, might be adopt- 





ship. This character has been so well simulated as to 
atford them comparative security in prosecuting the | 
slave trade, a traffic emphatically denounced in our | 
statutes, regarded with abhorrence by our citizens, | 


and of which the effectual suppression is nowhere | to e 
he United States. | 


more sincerely desired than jn t 


ed witn great advantage in the army; and I recom- 
mend an extension of the law of March 2, 1837, pro- 
viding for the enlistment of boys for the naval service, 
mbrace the army and ordnance. 

The works directed by Congress to be constructed 
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on the northern frontier, have been commenced and | are still very ineffectively protected, and will remain 
are in progress. It is to be regretted that, owing to|so even after all the works now in progress shall be 
some misunderstanding, the appropriation asked for to| completed and armed. It is obvious that the entrance 
enable the Department to fortify the outlet of Lake | of that harbor at the narrows cannot be defended by 
Champiaia, was struck out of the bill for the defence | the works on Long Island alone ; but that the opposite 
of the country. This work is deemed of essential im-/| shore, on Staten Island, must likewise be fortified. 
portance, as likewise one at or near old Fort Covington, ' The State of New York, in whose possession the land 
and barracks at Black Rock, and in the neighborhood | still remains, has erected some works there which are 


of Detroit. Hopes are entertained that Conzress will 
not again withhold the necessary appropriations to en- | 
able the Department to commence these works, and to, 
complete thdse already begun with as little delay as_ 
practicable. The disturbed state of the Canada fron- | 
tier, and the absolute necessity which exists to keep. 
upon that line as large a force as can be spared from | 
other points, will require the erection of permanent) 
and comfortable barracks. One of the principal causes 

of desertion is to be found in the crowded and uncom- | 
fortable condition of the soldiers. I speak froin my_ 
own knowledge, when I say that our soldiers are bet- | 
ter paid, fed, and clothed, than any troops in Europe ; | 
but aq equal regard to truth forces me to acknowledge 

that they are worse lodged. Indeed, I feel compelled 

to state that the comfort of the soldiers, in this respect, | 
has been totally neglected. It is essential to their 

health, their morals, and their discipline, that good 

barracks should to constructed wherever the troops 

are to be perisanenty quartered, and that they should 

be decently furnished and supplied. 

The causes which ¢ah for tie speedy completion of 
the chain of posts upon the western frontier have been | 
so often stated, that it APP cary unnecessary to re eat | 
them here. But it is proper fo: me to add; that these | 
dangers have become more imiMnent from the pre-| 
sence there of the Seminoles and Cherokees, who lately 
emigrated under circumstances not caienjated to ren- | 
der them friendly to the whites. The turbulent and am- 
bitious character of some of these chieia, and the cold. 
blooded and cruel murders, cominitted by their orders. | 
upon their unoifending countrytnen, whose Olily ee ee | 
were their friendship for the whites, their leve-of | 
peace, and their devotion to the best Interests of their 
nation, may lead te fatal consequences, in spite of the 
prudence and forbearance of the public autl 
virtue of the stipulations of the teaty, and in Psrsu- 
ance of our duty as guardians’ of the red men, and ew 
our obligations to see the laws of the country duly ex- 


ecuted, (for one of these chiefs was murdered with | 


circumstances of savage barbarity within the bounda- 
ries of the State of Arkansas,) orders have been issu- 


ed to demand the murderers, and to take measures to 


extend the protecting arm of Governinent over the 
unfortunate men who signed the treaty of New Echo- 
ta, and who are proscribed anu outlawed by the wil- 
ling instruments of the vengeance or ambitious pro- 
jects of John Ross and other chiefs of the nation. It 
is, therefore, of the last importance that the fortresses 
on that frontier should be completed and the force 
strengthened. 


The solicitude felt by you at the close of the last 


session of Congress ea the subject of the defences of 
the country on our maritime frontier, led to a still 
closer examination into their condition. 
found, as had been before stated, unfinished, unarined, 
and totalty inadequate to protect the harbors they are 
intended to guard from the attacks of a comparatively 
small force. This conviction, forced upon my mind 
by the reports of the chief engineer, has since been 
confirmed by personal inspection in every instance, 
where it has been in my power to visit the works. 
Our principal cities on the seaboard are at this tine 
exposed to be laid uader contribution, and our navy 
yards to be destroyed without the possibility of de- 
fending them. When the works, now in progress in 
Boston harbor are finished, that place will be perfect- 


ly secure; and a small addition to those at Newport 


will deprive an enemy of that fine roadstead ; but 
Portsmouth is entirely defenceless—Pensacola expos- 
ed, and the important city and harbor of New 


ad 
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so entirely ineflicient, that their existence in their 
present condition is calculated to deceive the ignorant, 
who might attempt their defence, and even afford fa- 
cilities to an invading force in its efforts to enter the 
harbor. Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savan- 
nah, and the ports in the gulf, all require further pro- 
tection to render them safe from attack. In a report, 
preparing in reply to a resolution of the Senate, call- 
ing for information on this subject, I shall enter into 
ali the details connected with it; but I cannot refrain 
from remarking here thata due regard for the security 
and honor of the country, requires that an effort should 
be made with as little delay as possible to place our 
exposed frontiers in a perfect state of defence. Inti- 
mately connected with this subject is the organization 
of volunteer corps in the iminediate vicinity of the 
forts. ‘The policy and even necessity of this measure 
have been stated in my preceding reports, and are al- 
most too obvious to ndod sutton. Even under the 
former very detective system of keeping the regular 
forces in garrison within the forts along our whole line 
of frentier, they are insufficient for theirdefence. But 
if the army of the United States is to be rendered effi- 
cient and its discipline preserved, it must be kept to- 
gether in masses, and the garrison duty be performed 
by small detachments, aidedén case of need, by the 
neighboring militia. Accompanying this report is a 
minute detail of the number of troops required to man 
the forts upon the maritime and inlan’ frontiers. 
These must be drawn chiefly from the people, and to 
be effective in war, they must be drilled and taught 
their military duties in time of peace. A plan for this 
purpose was submitted to Congress in 1837, and again 
recommended the following year; but not acted upon. 
, Having understood that the chief objection to its adop- 
| Hien consists in being limited to a comparatively small 
| body of men, and that it was the desire of Congress, 
\as well ss of the nation, that a plan for the organiza- 
| Nh ‘uilitia of the United States should emanate 
ae Department, I have thought it my duty to 
task “aa and although I entered upon the 
~luctance and great diffidence, I feel confi- 
dent that the reoject herewith cA - 
ble, and that Ges vith submitted is practica- 
: it will diminish the burden of per- 


senal service now ex ? 4s Se ant 
~cted from the citizen, it will en- 
sure the prompt end efficent application of the national 
force to the nationa\ defences. 


It is proposed to divide the wy; : : 
military districts, and to Se ae ag —— ne 
district, so as to have a body of twewe annua heres 
hundred men in active service ; and ancther of e a. 
number as a reserve. This woud give an atined 
inilitia foree of two hundred thousand men, se drillea 
and stationed, as to be ready to take their places in 
the ranks in defence of the country, whenever calicd 
upon to oppose the enemy or repel the invader. The 
age of the recruit to be from twenty to thirty-seven. 
The whole term of service to be eight years ; four 
years in the first class, and four years in the reserve. 
One-fourth part, twenty-five thousand men, to leave 
the service every year, passing, at the conclusion of 
the first term, into the reserve, and exempted from 
ordinary militia duty altogether, at the end of the 
second. In this manner, twenty-five thousand men 
will be discharged from milita’duty every year, and 
twenty-five thousand fresh recruits be received into 
the service. It will be sufficient for all useful pur- 


poses, that the remainder of the militia, under certain 
regulations provided for their government, be enrolled 
and be mustered at long and stated intervals ; for in 
due process of time, nearly the whole mass of the mili- 
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tia will pass through the first and second classes, and 
be either members of the active corps, or of the 
reserve, or counted among the exempts, who will be 
liable to be called upon only in periods of invasion or 
imminent peril. The manner of enrolment, the num- 
ber of days of service, aud the rate of compensation, 
ought to be fixed by law ; but the details had better be 
left subject to regulation; a plan of which I am pre- 
pared to submit to you. 

Congress having expressed a desire that an attempt 
should be made to terminate the war in Florida by 
pacific measures, and appropriated a sum of money 
for that purpose, the Department, early in the spring, 
despatched Major General Macomb to open a com- 
munication with the Indians, and, if possible, to treat 
with them. He succeeded with difficulty in ob‘aining 
an interview with some of the chiefs and head men, 
and made an arrangement which it was hoped might 
pet a stop to this long protracted war. Its only result, 

owever, has been the loss of many valuable lives. 
Our people fell a sacrifice to their confidence in the 
good faith and promises of the Indians, and were en- 
trapped and murdered with all the circumstances of 
cruelty and treachery which distinguish Indian war- 
fare. Composed, as the Florida Indians are, of the 
remnants of tribes that have taken refuge there and 
acknowledging no common head, no treaty stipula- 
tions that are not sanctioned by each and every tribe 
can be regarded as binding ; nor can the Government 
consider the country pacitied until there has been a ge- 
neral submission of all the chiefs of the various tribes of 
Indians inhabiting the peninsula. The experience of 
the last summer brings with it the painful conviction 
that the war must be prosecuted until Florida is freed 
from these ruthless savages. ‘Their late treacherous 
and cruel conduct is too generally known to require 
a repetition of the revoHing recital. It has been such 
as is calculated to deprive them of the sympathy of 
the humane, and to convince the most peaceable of 
the necessity of subduing them by foree With this 
view the rerular forces have been atiginented in Flo- 
rida as much as the circumstances of the country will 
periit, and orders have been given to change, for the 
present, the theatre of operations. The frequent mur- 
ders committed in West and Middle Florida, show 
that there are still small bands of Indians lurking 
there, and it is the determination of the Departinent, 
in the first place, to drive them from that portion of 
the territory, and free the settlements from further 
molestation. In the mean time, the posts on the At- 
lantic and the Gulf will be maintained in order to pro- 
tect the passing trade, in which eifort it is expected 
the navy will co-operate. For this purpose, the ves- 
sels hitherto employed on the coast have been trans- 
ferred to that Department. 

Until the operations of the campaign were inter- 
rupted in the attempt to negotiate with the Indians, 
they were conducted with vigor and ability under 
that zealous and indefatigable officer, Brigadier Gen. 
Taylor, who accomplished all that could be expected 
with the very limited means at his command, spread 
out as they were over so extensive a field of opera- 
tions. Throughout the whole of this disastrous war 
the officers and men engaged in it have endured 
fatigue and privations, sickness and suffering, with- 
out a murmur or complaint, and have, on all occa- 
sions, exhibited the qualities of brave and good soldiers. 
With untiring perseverance they have opened roads 
through the swamps in pursuit of the enemy, and 
whenever they could bring him to battle, displayed 
the utmost coolness and intrepidity ; in every instance. 
driving him from his fastnesses. But all these exer- 
tions and sacrifices have proved unavailing. Hereto- 
fore the Indian population of our States and Territo- 
ries has been expetled by the gradual increase and 
advanees of a superior race. Whereas, in Florida 
the attempt has been made, for the first time, to drive, 
the aborigines from the unsettled wilderness, or, what 





is still more difficult, to catch them for the purpose | 





of transporting them beyond its limits. If the Indians 
of Florida had a country to retire to, they would have 
been driven out of the Territory long ago; but they 
are hemmed in by the sea, faad must defend them 
selves to the uttermost, or surrender to be transported 
beyond it. To reduce the: to that extremity, spread, 
a3 they are, over a spac? of at least forty-five thou- 
sand sqnare miles of country, aboundiag in provisions 
suited to their habits, defended by a climate, benign 
to them, but deadly to the whites, and presenting dif- 
ficulties to the mirc! of arinies, that have b2en often 
deseribed and cannot b2 exarverated, will require 
great exertions, and, probably, other means than those 
hitherto tried, 

The passage of the bill introduced in the Senate 
during the last session, and partially acted upon in 
Conzress, for the military oecunation of Florida, 
would, it is believed, be attended with beneficial 
eifects; and I further recommend that authority be 
given to the Executive to raise one thousand men to 
serve during the war in Florida, who shall receive 
the pay of dragoons, and, upon its termination, a 
bounty in land. These men it is proposed to arm 
and equip and drill in a manner to render them equal 
to the Indian warrior in vigor and enduranee, and to 
employ them in active operations during the ensuing 
winter, The exigencies of the serviee at this parti- 
cular juncture co:npel me to ask this additional foree. 
[t will be seen that the state of the western frontier 
requires the forces there to be increased rather than 
diminished, and the condition of the Canada frontier 
will not allow the withdrawal of the troops at present 
stationed there. It was believed that the citizens of 
the United States upon that border had been con- 
vineed of the impropriety of interfering In the con- 
cerns of their neizhbors, and of the criminality of vio- 
lating the laws of the country; and notwithstanding 
the alarming information communicated through the 
Departinent of State of the existence there of new 
combinations and conspiracies against law and order, 
hopes are entertained that no real danger exists of 
any further outrages being perpetrated by our fellow- 
citizens on that frontier. If, contrary to our just ex- 
pectations, those persons who have sought refuge 
within the territories of the United States should 
themselves commit any acts of violence upon the per- 
sons or property of her Majesty’s subjects in Canada, 
or persuade others to do so, and renew the disgraceful 
scenes enacted upon that frontier during the last sea- 
son, it may become necessary that the wisdom of 
Congress should devise some means of effectually 
restraining them from further violating the laws of the 
country which has atiorded them an asylum. 

Having twice brought to your notice the impor- 
tance of establishing a national foundry, I feel some 
reluctance to speak of it a third time; but the nceers- 
sity of our possessing an efficient train of field artil- 
lery, and an ample armament for the fortifications, is 
so urgent, that tuis defect in our systei is constantly 
foreed upon my notice. In a country sitvated like 
ours, and governed by a policy which secks the great- 
est good to the greatest numbers, warlike preparations 
ought to be chiefly, if not alfogether, defensive, and a 
numerous and well appointed artillery, combined with 
the skill and character of our light troops, together 
with the extent of our means to compel an enemy to 
keep together in masses, will constituté the most ef- 
fective elements of defence throughout every portion 
of the United States. In attaining this erd, which 
has been kept steadily in view for the last two years, 
the Department has encountered great obstacles from 
the want of a national establishment where exneri- 
ments can be made and perfect models constructed. 
The small arms manufactured, or rather those which 
will be made henceforth in this country at the private 
as well as national armories, will challenge a compa- 
rison with any in the world. This desirable end has 
been brought about by improvements begun and per- 
fected in the national armories ; and, by requiring the 
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saine improvements in their machinery, equally good 
arms will be obtained from the private contrectors. 
But we have no means of pursuing the same method 
in founding cannon, and the result has been an un- 
certainty in their manufacture, which may be aitend- 
ed, at some future period, with the most fatal conse- 
quences. There would likewise be very great eco- 
nomy in having a national manufactory of gunpowder, 
and at all events an appropriation ought to be made 
at the present session to enable the Department to 
lay in a stock of materials of the manulacture of this 
necessary article. In answer to its inquiries on this 
subject, the Department learned, with great anxiety, 
that there was not a sufficient supply of saltpetre or 
sulphur in the country, at the close of the last session 
of Congress, for three months’ supply of our armies 
in case of war. This deficiency has been partially 
remedied ; but the War Departinent ought to be au- 
thorized to keep on hand at least a twelve months’ 
supply of these necessary articles, which may be 
stored for any length of time without risk of destruc- 
tion or deterioration. 

While speaking of the wants of the ordnance, it 
affords me great pleasure to be able to state that there 
has been lately an improvement in the organization 
of that branch of the service, combining economy 
with greater efliciency, and that the boardof ordnance 
officers which I was authorized to employ last year, 
has been assiduously engaged, and has made great 
progress in reducing to a system the mode of fabrica- 
ting all kinds of ordnance stores, and in fixing their 
patterns, forms, and dimensions. The construction 
of war rockets has been commenced, and experiments 








are in progress to test their effects ; while those which 
have been tried in firing hollow shot from howitzers 
of the largest calibre, have been entirely satisfactory. 
The new buildings authorized by Congress for arse- 
nals, magazines, and depots of aris, are in progress 
of construction, and works generaily have been press- 
ed on as far as the funds would permit. 

At the risk of being importunate, I must again urge 
the expediency of selling the mineral lands. Expe- 
rience has confirined the views formerly presented on 
this subject, and proves conclusively that no benefit 
whatever results to the United States from the present 
system of leasing them, while the advancement of 
that portion of the country is sensibly retarded, and 
the product of the mining operations much diminish- 
ed by it. 

The duties of the Quartermaster’s department have 
been performed with an ability, integrity and promp- 
titude, which reflect the highest credit on all its offi- 
cers, and their accounis have been rendered with 
commendable despatch and accuracy. Its present 
organization is sufficient to enable it to discharge all 
the duties which may may devolve upon it in peace 
or war;:and while it has contributed essentially to 
the efficiency of the service, it has introduced great 
economy in the administrative branches of the army. 

The works under the direction of the Quartermas- 
ter General, have been carried on as rapidly as cir- 
cumstances would permit. The southern section of 
the great western road, extending from the Red river 
to the Arkansas, (one hundred and forty miles,) has 
been completed. The middle section, extending from 
Fort Leavenworth to Marias de Cyzne, seventy-two 
miles, has also been finished, and measures have been 
taken to continue the work to Spring river, eighty- 
six miles further. One hundred and twenty-eight 
miles will then remain of the route to Arkansas, 
which will be worked upon the next season. The 
survey of the route from Fort Leavenworth to Fort 
Snelling has been completed ; but as the country pre- 
sents an open prairie, that may be traversed in all di- 
rections without difficulty, I shall not do more than 
mark out the most direct route, unless otherwise in- 
structed by Congress. 

The difficulty of obtaining laborers at Fort Smith 
has retarded the progress of that work. The de- 





fences projected on the Illinois river, west of the 
boundary of Arkansas, have been commenced by a 
detachment of dragoons under Lieutenant Colonel 
Mason, and will be prosecuted vigorously the next 
season. 

I beg once more to call your attention to the sub- 


ject of paymasters, and to repeat my recommenda- 


tion that two of the present payinasters should be 
appointed assistant paymasters general, with the pa 
and emoluments of heutenant colonels, who, in addi- 
tion to their present duties, should have the superin- 
tendence of such officers of this branch of the service 
as serve with armies in the field; and, further, to re- 
new my application in favor of allowing paymasiers, 
e.uployed in paying volunteers and militia, in active 
service, a small per centage, to cover unavoidable 
losses and disallowances in the settlement of their 
accounts. 

It will be seen by the report of the Surgeon Gene- 
ral, that the medical staffof the army has been actively 
and steadily employed during the past season. The 
oflicers of that important branch of the service deserve 
groat credit for the manner in which they have dis- 
charged their laborious and responsible duties. The 
disposition they manifest to avail themselves of every 
opportunity to collect facts which may afford useful 
contributions to science, is justly appreciated by the 
Department, and will be encouraged. The extensive 
disbursements of the medical officers render it neces- 
sary that the bureau here should be able to exact the 
sirictest accountability from them, and to examine 
and revise the accounts, so as to close them monthly, 
if possible. Owing to the want of proper assistance, 
they had been suffered to fall into arrears, and have 
only been brought up by keeping in the bureau an 


| officer of the corps from important duties in the field. 
| I recommend, therefore, that the office here be allow- 


ed an additional clerk. 

The extensive system of river and harbor improve- 
ments, involving, as it does, a very large expenditure 
of public money, requires revision, both in regard to 
the principle upon which such improvements ought 
to be Saleen. and the manner in whieh they ought 
to be conducted. It is apparent that too many of 
these works have been authorized without that de- 
tailed examination which is necessary to determine 
either their extent or general usefulness, and com- 
menced without inquiring whether the advantages to 
result from their completion are commensurate to the 
cost of their construction. Many of the artificial 
harbors, therefore, are altogether too small for the 
trade they are intended to shelter. Some of them 
are misplaced, while others, again, have been com- 
menced with so little judgment, that it would prove 
a cheaper process to move the town to a convenient 
position, than to remove the obstacles which obstruct 
the channel of the river that leads up to it; and yet 
large sums of money have. been expended in the lat- 
ter attempt. The already important and daily increas- 
ing trade of the great lakes and estuaries which en- 
compass and indent the United States, demands the 
fostering care of the Government; but in order that 
its interference may be effectually and constitutionally 
exerted, it ought to be confined to such works as are 
of general utility, and not extended into every creek 
or inlet where a favored village may require easier 
access for a market boat. This abuse, which is cal- 
culated to bring the whole system into deserved dis- 
repute, can only be remedied by directing a previous 
examination to be made by this Departmont into the 
nature of the proposed work, and a full report on 
the proper method of obtaining the object contempla- 
ted, setting forth the public, not partial, advantages 
likely to result from it, as well as the probable cost 
of its completion. 

I beg leave, through you, tooffer my objections to 
the restrictions sometimes imposed by Congress on 
the manner of conducting works of internal improve- 





meat. The appropriation is frequently accompanied 
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by directions to expend the money according to a 
given plan. Now, it not unfrequently happens, that 
when the plan to which the Department is confined, 
comes to be well examined, it is found to be inappli- 
cable, and, heretofore, large sums have been thrown 
away in attempts to carry them out, because the en- 
gineers did not think themselves authorized to alter 
or amend them in any particnlar. On the coast and 
‘on navigable waters, gales of wind or floods may ef- 
fect, so materially, the structure of the place to be 
worked upon, as to require a total change of plan; 
or improvements may be discovered or suggested, 
which never occurred to the original projector, and 
which may require an entire alteration in the mode of 
conducting the work, in order to secure efficiency and 
economy in its execution. The light-house pro- 
jected on the Brandywine shoal, is an example of the 
pernicious effects of this restriction. To execute 
this work, according to the plan adopted by Congress, 
will require so much more than the sum appropriated, 
that it has been deemed prudent not to begin the 
work at all until the whole estimated cost is placed at 
the disposition of the Department; the situation of the 
site rendering it very hazardous to leave a half-fin- 
ished work exposed to the fury of the winds and 
waves. Whereas, it is possible, ifthe Department 
were left at liberty to act, that the object inight be 
attained at much less expense. 

The report of the Chief of the Topographical Engi- 
neers, containing a more than usual detailed statement 
of the history and progress of the works under the im- 
mediate superintendence of that officer, will be pre- 
sented in a few days; together with detailed estimates 
of the probable cost of each work, and of the sums re- 
required from year to year; the same course will be 
pursued with respect to the improvements and civil 
works under the superintendence of the Chief Engi- | 
neer, so as to present to Congress, at one view, the | 
whole subject of internal improvement. The plan of 
district and general inspection and supervision, by su- 
perior officers of topographical engineers, lately adopt- 
ed, seems calculated to ensure the faithful execution 
of the works under their charge. Many officers of 
this corps have been actively employed during the 
past summer, in the discharge of their military duties, 
rendering services which justify the expectations en 
tertained by the Department, when it was incorporated 
into the service. Some few works of internal im- 
provement remain under the superintendence of the 
Chief Engineer, and an account of their progress will 
be found ia the annexed report of that officer. It is 
highly gratifying to me, to be able to speak from my 
own personal observation, of the activity, order, and | 
good management which reign throughout the works, | 
both military and civil, which are conducted by the | 
officers of this corps. 

The present condition of the Military Academy at} 
West Point, is very satisfactory. The importance of 
this institution to the character of the army, is fully | 
understood by the Department, and its interest will be | 
watched over with vigilance and care. 

I cannot refrain from again calling your attention to 
the condition of the barracks at this post. ‘The objec- 
tions urged to the miserable accommodations of the | 
soldiers, apply to the quarters provided for the cadets. 
A proper regard for the health, morals, and discipline 
of the corps, requires that a more spacious and com- 
modious building should be erected there. I recom- 
mend to your favorable consideration, the suggestions 
of the Chief Engineer, in relation to the practical in- 
struction of the cadets in field engineering, und the 











are, as at present, stripped of their garrisons by the 
exigencies of the service. 

Finding some deficiencies in the dragoon service, as 
to its regulations and details, with your permission, 
three young officers of the first regiment have been 
sent to the cavalry school at Saumur, to be followed 
the next year by an equal number from the second re- 
giment. Every facility has been afforded by the 
French Government to carry out this arrangement. 

Recent examinations of the proceedings of courts 
martial have convinced me of the necessity of some 
further legal provisions and fixed rules to render them 
efficient, as well as fair and impartial tribunals. Jus- 
tice to the public and to the army requires that this 
should be done with as little delay as possible. From 
the want of power to compel the attendance of citi- 
zens as Witnesses, of a proper guide, and a well in- 
structed judge advocate to aid the officers composing 
the courts, their decisions are uncertain, frequently 
loose and contradictory, and too often conflict with 
those of preceding ccurts. I beg leave, therefore, re- 
spectiully to recommend that a written system for the 
direction of courts martial be prepared, which may be 
framed so as to be made applicable to the land and sea 
service, and that a judge advocate be appointed. 

From the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 
it appears that the number of invalid pensions has not 
diminished, but increased, during the last six years. 
In November, 1833, the number of invalid pensioners 
was 3,875. It now amounts to 4,236. This increase 
is to be attributed, in a great measure, to the hardships 
and dangers io which the troops, both of the army and 
militia, have been exposed during the campaigns in 
Florida. The number of pensioners inscribed on the 
rolls under the act of March 18th, 1818, for revolu- 
tionary services, has gradually decreased from about 
20,000 to 8,215. Under the act of June 7th, 1832, the 
number of applicants amounts to 34,918. Of this num- 
ber, 31,668 have been pensioned. The lists of pen- 
sioners under this law have been reduced to 24,086. 
The number of persons who have applied for the ben- 
efits of the law of May 15th, 1828, which was intend- 
ed solely for the relief of certain officers and soldiers 
of the continental army who served to the end of the 
war, amounts to 2,156. Those who were pensioned 
amounted to 1,186, of which 624 are yet on the roll. 
The number of widows’ claims, exhibited ae the 
act of July 4th, 1836, is 4,771, of which 3094 have been 
admitted ; and of this number who were pensioned, 


|only 2,512 are now on the rolls, and supposed to be 


living. Under the law granting five years’ pay to the 
widows of Revolutionary officers, soldiers, seamen, 
and marines, who were married prior to 1794, the 
number of claims amounted to 6,267, and 4,456 of that 
nuinber have received the benefits of the law. Durin 

the last year few claims have been admitted under the 
act of July 5th, 1832, entitled “ An act to provide for 
liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of 
Virginia; a considerable number, however, yet re- 
mains unsettled. The sums paid during the past year, 
under that law, amount to $8,910 22. The whole 
amount expended the last year, under the several pen- 


‘sion laws, 1s $3,090,664 69. 


Great inconvenience is experienced from being 
‘obliged to intrust the payment of pensioners to corpo- 
‘rations and individuals, who receive no compensation 
for transacting the business. The only inducement of 
the agents to continue in office, is the hope that Con- 
gress Will pass a law allowing them some compensa- 
|tion, Should Congress, however, think proper to 
adopt the plan recommended by you for the safe keep- 





creation of a body of sappers and miners. No ariny | ing of the public money, the establishments for that 
can be considered complete, and in a condition to take | PUrpose might be charged with the payment of pen- 
the field, without a corps of well instructed engineer | Sions without any further cost to Government. 
soldiers ; which, to be effective, must be taught their | he period fixed by law for the duration of the of- 
important duties in time of peace. The services of fice of Commissioner of Pensions expires in March, 
such men will be highly useful and economical at all | 1840, and L respectfully recommend that it be contin- 
times, not only as aids to the instruction of the cadets, | ved for such term of time as shall be deemed most ex- 
but in the preservation of the fortifications, when they | pedient by Congress. 
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I cannot aveid again adverting to the very scrious 
in¢onvenience inflicted upon the poorer class of pen- 
siones, by the law of the 6th of April, 1838, which 
fixes the period of eight months for the return to the 
Treasury of unclaimed pension funds. The present 
operation of the law is unnccessarily burdensome to 
the officers chafged with its ex:cution at Washington, 
and very harassing to the pensioners, who frequently, 
after taking long journeys in the hope of receiving the 
suin awarded to them by Government, return to their 
homes disappointed and destitute. 

The beneficent intentions of Government, in appro- 
priating large sums for the education and civilization 
of the Indians, have, from some cause or other, been 
frustrated, or at best, but partially realized. If we 
expect to extend among these people the blessings of 
knowledge, civilization, and Christianity, we must es- 
tablish schools within their own country; and begin 
by teaching their children what will be practicaily 
useful to them in after life. Having heretofore dwelt 
fully on this topic, I shail content myself with refer- 
ring you to the full and practical* view taken of it by 
the Commissioner of Indian Aifairs in his report, and 
recommending the early adoption of the plan propos- 
ed by him for the education of the Indian ah ol 
both scxes, 

I abstained from carrying into full effect the treaty 


have been productive of much confusion. The ex- 
perience, however, of the last summer, convinces me 
that something must speedily be done to prevent the 
Indians assembled west ef the Mississippi from des- 
troying each other. We have tately seen a council, 
composed of the most civilized portion of a tribe, 
whose long residence among the whites had, it was 
hoped, taught them the elements of self-government 
and the first principles of religion and justice, assem- 
bled together to license the most atrocious crimes, and 
sending forth from its bosom a gang of desperadoes 
to murder their peaceable and unotiending brethren ; 
an order which was executed with circumstances of 
savage barbarity. The motive for this cruel deed was 
to inflict vengeance upon those who signed the treaty 
of New Echotain 1835. A new decree has since gone 
forth, outlawing others who have, in like manner, of- 
fended the party in power, and they are condemed to 
behunted down and destroyed like wild beasts. 
Treaty stipulations call for the interference of the 
Government in all such cases; but some permanent 
provision is required to prevent a recurrence of simi- 
larexcesses. Tribunals in the country for the prompt 
trial and punishinent of crimes would, perhaps, prove 
the most efficient method of restraining these people 
from treacherously murdering each other. The fear 
of retribution might prevent a tyrant chieftain from 





with the Winnebago Ludiaus this year, because I was|sending forth assassins to wreak his vengeance upon 


willing to give them time to deliberate on the expedi- 


those who refuse to humble themselves before him, and 


ency of at once removing to the country southwest of| the certainty of punishment deter them from exe- 


the Missouri; a measure which, while it would be ad- 
b ] , 

vantazeous to the Government, would prove highly 

beneficial to the Indians. From causes already sta- 


cuting such orders. Such tribunals would contribute 
most essentially to ameliorate the condition and to 
civilize the Indians by preventing unprincipked men 


ted, tie neutral grdund, to which they are to be re-| from introducing among them spirituous ‘liquors and 
moved, unless they consent to cross the Missouri riv- | gambling tables, and otherwise seeking to take ad- 
er, cannot be regarded as their permanent place of} vantage of vices they themselves have fomented. 


residence. It is now the hunting and battle ground 


The exploring party to which I alluded in my last 


of two warlike nations, the Sioux and Sacs and Fox-| year’s report, has, during the last summer, visited and 


és, to whose iicursions, if not active hostilities, they 


examined with care the great valley of the river Ja- 


will be exposed; and it is enclosed within the limits} gues, and that of the Mayennes, which discharges its 


of a great territory, des.ined, at no distant period, to| waters into the Red river of the north, as likewise the 
become a State, from which the General Government| rich and fertile table land which separates these two 
will be expected, by friendly negotiations, to remove | valleys. Their researches extend to Devil’s lake, 
the Indian population, Their existence in the coun-| situate between the 48th and 49th degrees of north 
try they now inhabit is attended with such serious and | latitude, which was found to be between forty and 
increasing inconvenience to the white population, | forty-five miles long, and, in places, half that width ; 


which encircles and hems them in on every side, that 


its shores well wooded, and its waters, which are as 





their removal will not be delayed beyond the ensuing | sait as those of the ocean and abound in fish, inter- 
spring. Ifthe eilorts to obtain their consent to estab- | spersed with numerous islands, likewise covered with 
lish their permanent residence southwest of the Mis-| wood. These physical characters are common to 


souri should unfortunately fail, they will be required 
to take up their line of march for the neutral ground 
early in the spring. 

I approve and recommend to your favorable consid- 


eration the plan suggested by the Commissioner of 


Indian Aifairs for the future disbursement of Indian 
funds. From my experience of the management ol 
the pay department of the army, and from the simi- 
larity of the duties these officers now perform with 
those proposed to be imposed upon them, no doubt 
res's upon iny mind that the scheme unites, in a high 
degree, econemy, s curity, and efficiency. 

As the period is fast approaching when the States 
will be altogether relieved from their Indian popula- 
tion, which presented so serious an obstacle to their ad- 
vancement, and the Indians themselves be removed to 
a permanent and peaceful home, far from the causes 
which led to their degradation and were rapidly pro- 
ducing their ruin and extermination, it becomes asub- 
ject of grave consideration aad deep anxiety to 
determine on the most eligible and practical mode of 
providing for their government. Many projects for 
the betier government and civilization of the Indians 
have been presented to Congress, and one of them 
partialiy acted upon. The refusal of some of the 
tribes to assent fo its provisions occasioned its failure, 
which is scarcely io be regretted. A coniederation 
of dissimilar tribes, a :najority of them utterly barba- 
rous, might have been dangerous, and certainly would 


| several other smaller lakes that are found ia this re- 
gion of country, where salt is so abundant that in 
| nany places it efiloresces on the surface of the earth. 
From Devil’s lake the party proceeded east to the 
great valley of the North Red river, making a recon- 
| noissance of the streams which fall into ii on the wes- 
‘| tern side. This with the northern slope of the great 
| prairie, is yee to be a country of surpassing 
fertility and beauty. The slope rises to a fine table 
land, about nineteen hundred feet above the level of 
the sea, and is watered by frequent streams abounding 
in fish, that after swelling two small lakes, form at 
their confluence the river St. Peters. The soil of this 
table land is very rich, and will support a numerous 
population, that would enjoy the advantages of in- 
habiting one of the most beautiful and healthy regions 
of the far northwest. 

When the calculations of the observations made 
this summer shall be worked out, the Department will 
possess all the materials necessary to enable it to con- 
struct a physical and topographical map of this por- 
tion of our country, which, added to that already in 
our possession, from the same hand, of the sources of 
the ang ip and North Led river, will present, at 
one view, the vast regions of country comprehended 
between the §7th and 100th degree of longitude, and 
40th and 49th degree of north latitude. It is believed 
that these explorations, cautiously and slowly con- 
ducted, will prove much more useful in their results, 
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both as regards the geography and natural history of 
that portion of our country, than the great expeditions 
which have preceded them, ana which could not de- 
vote the time necessary to acquire the accurate infor- 
mation now sought for. They have been carried on | 
steadily for the last three years ; and it is believed 
that an equal term of time will be required to com- 
piste them, by extending our researches over the | 
ocky mountains to the shores of the Pac’fic ocean. 
Hopes are entertained that Congress will continue to/ 
view this enterprise favorably, and enable the Depart- 
ment, by an early appropriation, to despatch the ex- 
ploring party in due season. | 
I have asked for an appropriation for surveys con- 
nected with the military defences of the country. One| 
object of this request is to enable the Department to | 
commence hydrographical surveys of the lakes. . The | 
i and increasing commerce of these inland seas | 
emands the attention of Government. There exists 
no correct chart of them. Navigators are constantly 
exposed to encounter unknown dangers, and the an- 
nual loss of life and property is very great. This im- | 
portant work ought not to be longer delayed. 
All which is respectfully submitted. | 
J. R. POINSETT. 
To the PresitpEnT of the United States. 











From the New York Journal of Commerce. | 


Francis’s Lire-soats.—The following experi- | 
ments were made in presence of ten scientific genile- 
men, appointed expressly for the purpose, with al 
Specie and Life Boat of Francis’s invention. 

Ist. The boat was filled with water (with five men | 
in her) as if she had shipped a sea—six openings 
were in the bottom, and the water run out in three | 
minutes. 

2d. She was filled with pig iron and ballast stones | 
and moved into deep water with the bottom open ; the ! 
men not being able to row, on account of the iron and 
stones occupying the inner part up to the gunwale. 

3d. After the iron was taken out, the men, by great 
exertion, upset her, by the aid of ropes from the oppo- 
site side. She instantly came right side up, the men, 
getting in over the side, while it was coming out of the 
water, and taking their oars pulled her while the water 
ran out the bottom. 

4th, and most important. Sufficient iron was put 
into the boat to represent $30,000 in silver dollars— 
she was then filled as if shipping a sea, the bottom 
opened to relieve her of water, and in that state she 
was pulled half a mile and run upon the beach in a, 
heavy sea, the bows touching in four inches water. | 
The iron was then lashed down to the bottom—the | 
boat taken into deep water and upset. She instantly | 
came right side up, the men got in and pulled her to! 
the shore with the iron (representing specie) still | 
mace fast. 

The boat is 20 feet long, 4 feet beam, 3,500 pounds 
power—has short cylinders, or cylinders in short sec- | 
tions, so that a cannon shot passing through will 
destroy but a small portion of the power, and not dis- 
able her. 

This boat, combining the late improvements, is 
every way unlike those built by Francis for the, 
Packet ships two years since, when the invention 
was in its infancy. Since that period a much greater 
advancement has been made in, the construction of) 
life loats than in ship building. sive 

AN EYE-WITNESS. 


ati | 

Francis’s Lire-noats.—This is to certify, that 
in the month of July, 1839, J was requested to go | 
down to Nantasket Roads, (Boston harbor,) to quell a 
mutiny on board the brig Argali. In this I succeed. 
ed. I went down in my life boat, built by Mr. Fran- 
cis, of New York; had six oars and two setters in the 
stern. On my return to the city, I was overtaken by 
a violent tempest, during which I discovered a sail 
boat in a dangerous situation and unmanageable ; I 





proceeded to her and rescued seven boys from a wa- 
tery grave, and tock them on buard the Cutter Hamil- 
ton. I could not have accomplished this with any 
other boat belonging to the vessel. Owing to the 
buoyancy of this Tife boat, I was enabled to land a few 
weeks since, four tons dead weight to the Boston 
light house. The most remarkable fact in regard to 
this boat, is that which occurred in the Bay of Fundy ; 
I had a severe gale, and while lying to, with a heavy 
sea, I carried away my cranes, and, of course, my 
life boat; the next day, after the gale abated, on my 
return down the bay, [ picked the boat up, and found 
every thing in her; the plugs were taker out on the 
commencement of the at in consequence of shipping 
much water. I know of no ordinary boat that will 
do all this, and therefore consider Mr. Francis’s boats 
a very great improvement. 
JOSIAH STURGIS, U. S. Rev. Service. 
Boston, Dec. 10th, 1839. 





Iron SteamBoats.—We published an article a 
short time since, stating the advantages of iron 
steamers, among which it was maintained that they are 
built cheaper than those of wood. This, of course, 
referred to the cost of building in England. The re- 
lative cost of the two modes of building in this coun- 
ry is materially different, but the other comparative 
advantages must be substantially the same, and the 
merits of the iron boat as set forth in that article, 
would seem to be sufficient to encourage the making 
of a thorough experiment here. Snch an experiment, 
we learn from the Pittsburgh Intelligencer, is about to 
be made on the Western waters. A boat of a large 
size, called the Valley Forge, has been built at Pitts- 
burgh for Messrs. Robinson & Minis, R. Mitter, Jr., 
and Robert Baldwin, the latter being her commander, 
and the two first named gentlemen the builders, at 
the Washington works. She is 157 feet in length and 
25 in breadth. She has four boilers, two cylinders of 


16 inches and 8} feet stroke, and a separate engine 
for supplying the boilers. She has three iron frames’ 
i 


of bulk-heads, and is divided into four parts by 
waterproof iron partitionsin the hold. Jn the gentle- 
men’s cabin are 30 state rooms, and in the ladies six. 
She can carry 150 ladies and gentlemen in the cabins, 
besides deck passengers, Her tonaage is about 200 


tons, and the work of every kind, including that of 
engines, is said to be of the best kind for strength, 
durability, and safety. Her cost is about $50,000. 


This is said to be the first undertaking of the kind on 
the western waters, and the experiment is one of 
great interest and of public importance.—Boston 


Daily Advertiser. 





Memento oF A DisasteR.—The Atlantic Insur- 
ance Company in this city have received a letter from 


| the Custom House, Great Ege Harbor, New Jersey, 


of which we subjoin a copy. The melancholy fate of 
the Pulaski, nearly two years ago, is, of course, re- 
membered : 

On the 5th inst. a bottle was found on Absecom 
beach, having just come ashore in the late N. E, 
storm, containing a paper of which the following is a 
literal copy : 

* June 8.—Thrown overboard from steam packet 
Pulaski, 30 miles south of Cape Fear. She has gone 
to pieces. There are now on the promenade deck 14 
passengers. She isin three pieces. Many have been 
drowned by the explosion of the boilers. We were 
within half a mile of the shore, when the wind sud- 
denly swept us along the coast, and we are now two 
miles from the shore, If any person should pick this 
up, do send vessels to look -for the unfortunate suf- 
ferers. I am now so weak that I can hardly write.” 

« June, 183.8” 

The above is in a good mercantile hand, but towards 
the close of it, the weakness of the unhappy writer is 
very apparent. The vessel of course was the Pulaski 
—N. Y. Despatch. 
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Without entering into the merits of the discussion, 
for a long time kept up to little purpose, or desinng 
to revive it, respecting the manner in which the 
Florida war was conducted by the Generals who have 
successively held command, we are nevertheless re- 
joiced to perceive a disposition to do justice to the 
services of those who went to that ill-fated territory 
with a determination to close the war, if possible, and 
to restore peace and security to its dispersed and 
flying inhabitants. 

Entertaining a sincere belief in the correctness 
of the proverbs, that ‘ truth is mighty and will pre- 
vail,’ and that ‘justice, though slow, is sure,’ we 
have no doubt that each and every one who has par- 
ticipated in the war, from the commanding Generals 
down to the lowest Subaltern, and even the rank and 
file, will receive a public expression of gratitude from 
the inhabitants of Florida for their persevering, 
though hitherto unsuccessful, efforts to restore tran- 
quillity to that bleeding land. 

The army heretofore has met but little favor in the 
eyes of the Floridians, having found a discharge of 
its duties in the Territory, thankless as well as ar- 
duous. Ifa better state of feeling is about to super- 
cede that of indifference, if not of actual hostility, all 
will rejoice, provided it do not run to the other ex- 
treme, as changes in public sentiment are apt to do. 

The army may rest satisfied with a conviction of | 
having done its duty, and if that duty be discharged | 
in a manner acceptable to the people most immediately 
interested, the pleasure will be enhanced. 

We find in the St. Augustine News of the 13th 
inst., the following communication, with the editor’s 
comments annexed, and hail it as a harbinger of con- 
cord, though unfortunately we fear it cannot be the 
precursor of peace between the white man and the 
Indians. 

To the Editor of the News: 

Mk. Epiror: I read your remarks in the last week’s 
paper upon General J ESUP, with great pleasure, and 

ope that you will, from time to time, give us other ex- 
pressions of so favorable a sentiment. Truth should 
not be covered up by the mists of prejudice, and perhaps 


no officer who has served in Florida has been so unspar- 
ingly the subject of misrepresentation and remark than 


——— ——— 


Posrace.—F rom the number of letters which we re- 
ceive, enclosing subscriptions, charged with postage, 
we infer that many of our subscribers are not aware of, 
or have forgotten, the instructions or authority issued 
from the Postmaster General. It is in these words: 


“«Postmasters may enclose the money in a letter to 
the publisher of a newspaper, to pay the subscriptions 
of a third person, and frank the letter if written by him- 
self; but if the letter be written by any other person, the 
Postmaster cannot frank it.” 


By the above it will be seen that it is not imperative 
upon Postmasters to frank letters enclosing money, but 
they may do so; and as the trouble of writing a few 
lines, stating the object, is very little, we presume that 
no Postmaster would refuse to do it, on the request of a 
subscriber; but, if he should refuse or decline, it would 
be very easy for the subscriber to write the letter him- 
self, to be signed by the Postmaster, who would thus 
adopt it as his own, and then have no hesitation to 
frank it. 

In some cases the subscribers have paid the postage, 
but in the majority we pay it ourselves. It is a heavy 
item in the aggregate, and may be obviated by adopting 
the course suggested. 





NorTH-EASTERN ROUNDARY.—At the festival of 
St. Andrew, held at St. Johns, N. B., on the 30th ult., 
Mr. FEATHERSTONHAUGH, one of the British Com- 
missioners, who have recently made a reconoissance 
of the disputed territory, was present. One of the 
toasts was— 

The Boundary Question.—An early, amicable, and 
equitable settlement thereof, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the treaty of 1783, without 
any compromise of the honor or integrity of the two 
great nations. 

Mr. FEATHERSTONHAUGH made a short speech in 
reply, during which he observed: “ The second arti- 
cle {of the Treaty of 1783] ‘directs the’boundary be- 
tween the two countries to begin at the north-west 
angle of Nova Scotia, a point which never had any 
existence, and which never was established or set 
apart by any survey, either of a direct or indirect 
kind.” 





Mrs. Decatur—We learn from the National In- 
telligencer that a motion was made by W. L. Brent 
and R. 8. Coxr, Esqrs., Counsel for Mrs. Susan 











the present Quartermaster General of the Army. 

It is the dawn of a better feeling, and we have been 
long satisfied that General Jesup would ultimately re- 
ceive from the public that appreciation which his efforts 
have entitled him to. A CITIZEN. 


[We enter most heartily into 2 Citizen’s remarks 
upon General Jesup. We Bes repeatedly thought the 

atest misfortune occurring to Florida, was his with- 

wal from command—for, badly supported as he was, 
his were the efforts which promised us a peace. At the 
present time God only knows when that event will take 
place ; but we do believe, and hundreds concur with us, 
that General Jesup was the man, after all, for the clos- 
ing of this dreadful war —Ed. Nevs.] 





Commodore Cuauncey, President of the Board of 
Navy Commissioners, has been confined to his room 
for three week past, by indisposition, but we are hap- 


Decarour, at the last term of the U. 8. Circuit Court 
for the District of Columbia, for a mandamus to issue, 
| directed to the Hon. J. K. Pavrpine, Secretary of 
the Navy, commanding him to pay certain sums of 
money, ordered to be paid to Mrs. Decatur by a 
joint resolution of Congress, dated the 3d of March, 
1837, unless cause be shown to the contrary ; which 
motion was allowed, and the Court ordered that a 
rule be laid and served upon the Secretary to show 
cause, by the 9th of January next, why said manda- 
mus shall not issue. 

The Globe says: 


‘*We understand the District Court on Monday 
gave an unanimous decision adverse to the applica- 
tion of Mrs. Decatur for a mandamus against the 
Secretary of the Navy. The three Judges grounded 





py te learn that he is now convalescent. 


their decision on the merits of the case ; Judge Thrus- 
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ton went still farther, and gave a very able argument 
against the jurisdiction of the Court. 

A report ef Mrs. Decatur’s death has been pub- 
lished in several papers, as having taken place on the 
19th inst. Although she has been dangerously ill, 
and was given over by one of her physicians, she was 
alive yesterday, (Christmas day,) with a probability 
"of recovery. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
Dec. 19—Maj.J. L.. Smith, Corps Engrs., Mrs. Ulrick’s 
Lieut. Wm. Grandin, 4th Infy., Fuller’s 
Lieut. J. C. Pemberton, 4th arty., do 
20—Paymaster D. Randall, army, H. K. Randall’s 
21—Lieut. C. Fremont, Top. Engrs. Kansard’s 


PASSENGERS. 

New Orteans, Dec. 6, per steamer Buckeye, from 
Cincinnati, Major J. P. Taylor, of the army. Dec. 8, 
per steamer Lady of the Lake, from Mobile, Paymaster 
A. A. Massias, of the army. Dec. 11, per steamer Hou- 
ma, from Natchitoches, Captain B. A. Terrett, U.S.A. 

Cuaxrteston, Dec. 15, per steam packet Savannah, 
from Savannah, Dr. W. 8. King, of the army. Per 
steam packet C. Vanderbilt, from Wilmington,, Captain 
J. Tattnall, of the navy. Dec. 16, per steam packet 
Chesapeake, from Brunswick, Geo,., Lieut. W. Grandin, 
of the army. 








ne _ 
a —————————— 


Communications. 


FLORIDA WAR—FIRST ARTILLERY. 
Mr. Epitor: Inthe second paragraph of a com- 
munication to you, headed “ FLoripa War—IstT 
ARTILLERY,” I notice an error in phraseology, viz. 
«‘ Whether, in the mutations wrought by agtiulion,* 











whereby the sprinkling,” &c.—which should read, 
“ Whether in the mutations wrought by legislation,” 
&c.,—the latter phraseology being that used by the 
author. 

Without subjecting himself to the imputation of | 
pride or self-love, the author might remark that his' 
own homely habiliments are those in which he would | 
feel most at ease. Yours 


ONE WHO KNOWS. 





* Vide A. &. N. Chronicle, Dec. 12, p. 379, Ist 
col., 35th line. 

On referring to the MS. we find that the error above 
pointed out did not originate in this office ; it was the 
error of the copyist.—£ditor. 





THE LATE CAPT. R. H. PEYTON, U.S. A. 

The officers of the 2d regiment U.S. Artillery sta- 
tioned at Buifalo, N Y., on receiving intelligence of 
the death of Capt. Pey ron, of the 2d artillery, assem- | 
bled at the head quarters of the regiment, and re- | 
solved to wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty 
days ; and that a letter of condolence be written to the 
family of the deceased. 











~ 





Domestic Entelligence. 


On the arrival of Gen. Taylor at St. Marks, two 
companies of U.S. infantry also arrived, which in- 
creased the regular force previously stationed in the 
Middle District some five or six companies. We un- 
derstand the army movement will be, to move all the 
posts between this city and the Oscilla, and the Su- 
wannee, giving protection to the settlements and 
driving all the Indians which may be found on this 
side of the Suwannee across that stream, and then 
placing posts along the river, so as to keep the foe out 
of our part of the country, if possible. 

Gov. Call has about 250 drafted men in service, un- 











der pay of the General Government, which troops are 


actively engaged in scouting. Captains Johnson and 
Rowell’s companies have been mustered out of service 
and paid off.— Tallahassee Star, Dec. 11. 





Sr. AveusTINnE, Dec. 13.—Major Ashby, 2d dra- 
goons, returned from a scout on Sunday last, having 
extended his examination to Tomoka and New Smyr- 
na. A trail of an Indian in pursuit of the negro Da- 
mon, who made his escape from them, was visible 
about 15 miles. No other signs were discovered.— 
News. 





From the Eastport Sentinel. 

Arrrived, Dec. 11, U. S. Cutter Alert, Captain 
Nones, from acruise in the Bay of Fundy, via St. 
Andrews, where she gave convoy to the British shi 
Radcliffe, from London, her crew in a state of muti- 
ny. The Cutter has experienced a succession of 
heavy gales, and was boarded by a heavy sea, which 
carried away her larboard cranes and stove the.boat, 
and did other damage. For the last twenty years, a 
heavier sea was not recollected, and had not the cut- 
ter been a fine sea boat, she would certainly have 
gone down. 

Tue Currer ALERT.—It affords us much satis- 
faction to notice, from time to time, the meritorious 
conduct of the Revenue commanders on this station, 
and the important services rendered by our cutters to 
British as well as American vessels in distress. 

The Cutter Alert, Captain Nones, arrived in the 
harbor last week, bound for St. Andrews, having in 
charge the British barque Radcliffe, of London, which 
vessel she had fallen in with at Little river, her crew 
in a mutinous state. The prompt assistance render- 
ed by Capt. Nones, in this instance, has elicited the 
following letter of Hon. THomas WvyeEnr, and resolu- 
tion of the Chamber of Commerce of St. Andrews, 
which are highly complimentary to Capt. N., and 


'evince the feelings with which such services are re- 
| garded by British ship owners and merchants of New 
| Brunswick. It is fortunate for vessels that may chance 


to meet with disaster and require aid on this part of 
the coast, particularly during the winter season, that 
such men as Capt. Nones—who is constantly on the 


| look-out for distressed vessels—are appointed to the 


this station. 

Such services as that so promptly performed by 
Captain N. in this instance, serve to strengthen the 
good feelings existing between our own citizens and 
our neighbors on the other side of the line, and are on 
that account highly meritorious and praiseworthy. 


Sr. ANDREws, 11th Dec., 1839. 
My pear Sir: Alllow me in behalf of the under- 
writers of Lloyds, to return you my sincere thanks 
for the great assistance that you have lately rendered 
to the British barque Radcliiie, of London, when in 
distress at Little river, from the mutinous conduct of 
the crew, and being the means of bringing the vessel 
safe to this port. And likewise for the ready assis- 
tance that you have given at all times to British ves- 
sels when in distress, since you have been stationed 
in this quarter. 
Wishing you every health and prosperity, 
I am yours, very faithfully, 
THOMAS WYER, 
Agent for Lloyds. 
To Capt. Nones, of the 
U.S. Revenue Cutter Alert. 


At a meeting of the St. Andrews Chamber of Com- 
merce, it was 

Unanimously resolved, That the highly important 
and timely aid so readily and efficiently afforded to 
the British barque Radcliffe, of London, when in dis- 
tress at Little river, from the mutinous conduct of the 
crew, by Capt. Nones, of the American Cutter Alert, 
calls for the acknowledgments of this Board, and that 
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the disinterested services thus rendered to British 
trade by that officer, entitle him to the highest praise 
and consideration, as well as the best wishes for his 
personal and professional welfare, not only on this 
occasion, but several previous ones. 
THOMAS WYER, C.« irman. 
Rosert Watton, Secretary. 
St. Andrews, 11th Dec , 1839. 


U.S. Cuorrer Aterrt, 
Eastport Harbor, Dec. 13, 1839. 
Dear Sir: [have the honor respectfully to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the very complimentary 
resolution of the Chamber of Commerce at St. An- 
drews, together with yours, as the agent of Lloyds. 
I feel indeed flattered by the compliment, and can- 
not feel that I have performed sufficient services to 
merit the encomiums passed on me. Be assured, sir, 
when my aid can be afforded, nothing could be more 
gratifying to my feelings than to know that I was the 
means of rendering any assistance. 
Accept, dear sir, for yourself and the members of 
the Chamber of Commerce, my best wishes, &c. 
Very respectfully, your most ob’t servant, 
H. B. NONES, 
Capt. U. 8. Cutter Alert. 
To the Hon. Tuos. Wyrer, 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerc?, 
St. Andrews, N. B. 








From the New York Courier. 
RECORDER’S COURT. 

In our paper of yesterday we alluded to an applica- 
tion made to the Recorder for a writ of habeas corpus, 
by a Mrs. Ann Shade, citing the commandant of the 

. 8. ship North Carolina to show cause why a minor, 
named William Shade, was detained in the United 
States service without the knowledge or consent of 
his mother—she being his natural and legal guardian. 

The writ was granted and made returnable at 10 
o’clock, yesterday morning. 

On the service of the writ upon Com. Ballard, that 
officer made a return thereto in a letter, setting forth 
that about five months since the boy Shade had en- 
listed on board the reeeiving ship at Philadelphia, and 
was shortly ordered on board the North Carolina, 
where he has since remained. The boy was suffered 
to leave the ship, and at 10 o’clock yesterday morning, 
he, accompanied by his mother and her counsel, W. 
J. Haskett, Esq. appeared before the Recorder, at his 
Chambers. 

It appeared from the testimony of Mrs. Shade, that 
she was a widow in low circumstances in life, and re- 
sided in Philadelphia. That her husband had been 
dead for two years. That during the month of July 
last her son William, who was 18 years of age, ab- 
sented himself from his home and her protection, and 
enlisted in the service of the United States on board 
of a receiving ship at the navy yard in that city, and 
that, since that time, she had heard no more of him, 


Steam Currers.—It was but a week or two since | till some two weeks since, when she had learned that 


that we alluded to the subject of steam-cutters, and) he was on board the North Carolina, Com. Ballard, 
endeavored to show the great benefit which would ac-| lying at this port, On learning this, she, by the aid 
crue to the commerce of Boston, using a steam of her friends, came on to this city, and, by advice of 
Revenue Cutter, especially in the winter season, for counsel, sued out the writ of habeas corpus, the effect 
the assistance of vessels in distress: in the bay, or at) of which had been to bring the parties before his 
the mouth of the harbor. The advantages of such- a! Honor, the Recorder. 

vessel are particularly obvious at this time. It is; His Honor, on reviewing the facts in the case, re- 
reported that there are several dismasted vessels now marked, that it was a matter which ought more ap- 
in the bay, and it is found necessary to send to Hing-| propriately to have been brought before the United 
ham for the purpose of procuring a steamboat to tow States Court for adjudication, though it was a subject 
them into port. The Cutter Hamilton would be;| which came legitimately within the jurisdiction of 
altogether useless for a service of this kind—but a the State authorities. 

steam Revenue Cutter might be the means, after such} The laws of the United States were never designed 
a gale as we have recently experienced, of saving to contravene the co.nmon law, on which our statute 
much propert; to individuals, and of course a large laws were based. 

amount of revenue to the government. We learn’ The laws of Congress applicable to this case, pro- 
that a petition to Congress to establish a steam-cutter'| vided that no minor could be retained in the service 
on this station, has been prepared—and is now await- , of the United States, without the consent of his pa- 
ing signatures. Every merchant, indeed every man rents or guardian being first had and obtained, which 
interested in navigation, (and whois not?) shouldsign consent it did not appear had been obtained in this 
it. Congress will not refuse to grant the petition.—!case. Such construction had been given to the law, 
Boston Journal. |in repeated and recent instances, by the decision of 

as the United States Court. 

The Revenue Cutter Hamilton was at Nantasket| The statutes of this State provided that in case of 
Roads when the late storm came on. But Captain, the death of the father, a mmor remained subject to 
Sturgis, snuffing the gale from afar, deemed it advisa- | the control of his mother, who is his legal guardian 
ble to look out for a snugger harbor—and ran up to | until the age of 14 years, when he may at his pleasure 
town and anchored in the stream. There he rode out; elect another person to act as guardian in her place. 
the gale with both anchors down, and the whole of | In the present instance no such election having been 
his cable payed out to the better end. The little low | made, the mother still remained his guardian, and he 
and sharp Cutter is poorly calculated to struggle with | subject to her control. ‘ 
such a convulsion of the elements—and the sea made| The Recorder, in conclusion, ordered that William 
a fair breach over her. If her chains had parted, she | Shade be discharged from the service of Government 
would have been driven against May’s wharf—and | and return to his mother. 
would probably have gone into a thousand pieces. | 
But she weathered the gale.—id. | The following. letter from the Secretary of the 

| Navy to Lieut. Thomas T. Craven, upon the subject 
To the Editor of the New York Express : | of his efiorts and instrumentality in rescuing a part of 
Rio Janerro, Oct. 9.—The only American vessel | the crew of the Chilian ship of war Monteguido, has 














of war now here, is the schr. Shark, Lt. Cominanding 
Bigelow, which arrived on the 15th, in 36 days from 
Madeira. The noble frigate Independence, Commo- 
dore J. B. Nicolson sailed hence for the river of Plate, 
on the 17. She is one of the finest ships in our navy, 
and bas been lying here for three months. The Brit- 
ish brig of war Grecian sailed hence on a cruise the 
same day. The British frigate Stag, and a, French 
brig of war remain in port. 





been handed to us for publication.— Globe. 
Navy DepartTMENT, Dec. 9, 1839. 

Str: The Department has observed in the newspa- 
pers a notice of your gallant and successful etlorts in 
rescuing a portion of the crew of the Chilian ship of 
war Monteguido, which, it appears, was wrecked in 
the harbor of Valparaiso during the gale of the 24th 
and 25th of July last. 

Although you have already enjoyed the highest 
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reward of your exertions in the success which crowned | 
them, the Department would not do justice to its own | 
feelings, did it refrain from expressing to you its ad- | 


miration of the fearless self-devotion displayed by you 
on that occasion, and which is alike honorable to 
yourself, to the service, and to your country. 
I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. K. PAULDING. 

Lieut. THomas T. Craven, 

U.S. Exploring Expedition. 





Proceedings of Congress, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 
IN SENATE. 

MONDAY, DEC. 2, 1839. 
The Senate was convened this day, Mr. Kina, of Ala., 
President, pro tem. 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 4. 
Mr. Benton submitted a resolution, requesting the 


President of the U.S., to cause to be laid before the Se- 
nate copies of records and all the proceedings of the 


—-- 





Court of Inquiry and of the Court Martial held in St. 


SupMARINE Rocket.—Mr. Taylor, in Boston, has Louis on Lieut. Col. Branr, and a copy of his resigna- 


been engaged for several weeks past in exhibiting a 


sion. 
on Friday, as follows: 

There was some delay in bringing the vessel to be 
blown up, into its proper position—it having been 
removed in consequence of the storm of the preceding 
day, and run aground. In-the mean time a man en- 


! e o 
> nation, and all the papers connected therewith. 
series of successful experiments of submarine explo- | 


The Daily Advertiser alludes to one of these, | 


THURSDAY, DEC. 5. 
The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Benton 
was laid on the table until after the receipt of the Pre- 


sident’s Message. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 6. 


| Mr. Bewron gave notice that he would bring in a bill 


for the armed occupation and settlement of that part of 


cased in Mr. Taylor's armor, was let down from a , Florida overrun by bands of hostile Indians. 


vessel, off the end of India wharf, who walked about 
on the bottom of the channel ten or fifteen minutes, 
in presence of a great number of people assembled on 
the wharvss, and on board vessels, until the specta- 
tors called on him to come up. Mr. Taylor then 
gave the signal, and the man, throwing off his weights, 
bounded at once to the top of the water, and he was 
then taken up, and released from his armor. 

An old vessel being then moored in the channel, 
the explosive preparation was adjusted beneath it, 
and, by means of the fuze, was discharged, and the 
vessel was blown into atoms. Both parts of the ex- 
periments were entirely successful. 

The following testimony of the practical advantages 
promised by this discovery, has been published in the 
Boston papers : 


U.S. Revenve Cutter HAmILton, 
Boston, Dec. 8, 1839. 
Mk. GeorGce TAytor: 


Str: Having seen in this harbor several of your 
Sub- Marine Experiments, I have no hesitation in stat- 


ing I think it a valuable invention, and of great utili- | 


ty. It may be rendered of great service in removing 
obstructions in harbors or channel way, and getting 
up wrecked property. Your rocket you discharged 
under water, gave universal satisfaction to those who 
witnessed it. There can be no doubt but that great 
destruction could be effected among shipping, by the 
use of these rockets. 
I ain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSIAH STURGIS, Capt. U. S. R. S. 





From the Boston Evening Gazette. 
Tripute oF Reseect.—We understand that a large 
number of ladies and gentlemen of this city, who last 
season subscribed for an honorary testimonial to Mr. 


Buckingham, the traveller have availed themselves of | same time to give ample 


the present visit of that gentleman to this city, to 
place itin his hands. It is a beautiful Silver Vase, 
manufactured by Messrs Jones, Lows & Ball, and 
bears the following inscription, which sufficiently 
indicates the design of this‘ appropriate and elegant 
ift :-— 
: Presented 
By several Ladies of Boston, 
to 
JAMES 8. BUCKINGHAM, 
For his efforts in behalf of 
SEAMEN, 
And in the cause of HUMANITY, 
in 
INDIA. 
Dec. 6. 1839. 
This Vase, we understand, is the same which ob- 
tained the highest premium at the late Mechanics’ 
Fair in this city. 


MONDAY, DEC. 9. 
Mr. Tarran submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
‘report to the Senate what would be the effect upon the 
| military service of a regulation by which all officers of 
the army, on arriving at sixty years of age, should be 
permitted to retire from service on half pay; and what 
would be the probable annual charge upon the Treasu- 
ry by such a regulation. 
WEDNESDAY, DEc. 1], 
Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
, requested to cause to be communicated to the Senate all 
j the information which the War Office contains, or can 
conveniently procure, of the massacres of individuals, 
, of families; of small parties, and of shipwrecked crews 
, or passengers, which have taken onenng in Florida since 
the present hostilities, including those which took place 
‘before the war became open on the part of the I 





jans; 
‘noting, as far as it can conveniently be done, how far 
|families have been broken up and driven from their 
homes, their houses burnt, and their fields and property 
destroyed. 
MONDAY, DEC. 16. 
| The Cuair announced the following as the Standing 
Committees: 
| On Military Affairs—Messrs. Benton, Preston, Wall, 
| Pierce, Nicholas. 
| On the Militia—Messrs. Clay of Ala.; Smith of Ind., 
| Phelps, Fultor, Tappan. 
| On Naval Affairs—Messrs, Williams, Southard, 
| Cuthbert, Strange, Tappan. 
| WEDNESDAY, DEc. 18. 
| _Mr. Lixw submitted several resolutions respecting 
the Territory of Oregon, among them the following: 
Resolved, That it is expedient to raise an additional 
regiment of infantry (rifle) for the purpose of overawing 
and keeping in check the various Indian tribes, or an 
foreign forces who om! be on its borders; and at the 

protection to our citizens en- 
' gaged in legitimate occupations. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 21. 

Immediately after the journal was read, Mr. Preston 
gave notice that he would, as early as legislative action 
would permit, ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Col. Croghan and Gen. Wool. 

MONDAY, DEC. 23. 

Mr. Benton presented a memorial from the officers of 
the 4th artillery, praying an increase and ‘equalization 
of their pay. 





ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS, 
OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 

e@# leave to state to the officers of tl < abo''e corps, that he has 
received from Washington City a copy the new regulations 
together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms 5 an 
alt orders for the same will be punctuatly attended to, and for 
warded with despatch. 

N. B. Embroidered Engineer belts, and all Military equip 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City, 

July 18—tf 
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MASCLEE LEVY. 


From Hints to Young Generals—By an Old Soldier. 
SECTION II. 
It is of great importance to simplify science, by re- 
ducing it to first principles. That of the art of war 





rests but on two-—concentration of force and celerity of 


movement. The officer who knows best how to com- 
bine and give effect to these, is the most scientific 
general, and must, ceteris paribus, always succeed. 
*‘T know no thing in the art,”’ said Bonaparte, “ more 
sublime, than to assemble an army, march twelve 
leagues a day, fight a battle and sleep in safety.” 
idactic writers must, however, specify as well 
as generalise ; they must divide, and sub-divide, and il- 
lustrate. Hence it is, that the latest, and perhaps the 
best, on this subject, treat it under the following 
heads : 

Ist. The art of choosing the most advantageous 
line of operations, and that of carrying to any given 

art of this line, the largest possible mass of your 

forces in the shortest possible time : and, 

2d. The art of directing this mass, when brought to- 


gether, most efficiently, against some given —_ of 
e. 


your enemy’s line of operations or line of batt 

The first is called the plan of campaign, and that 
part of it which relates to the union of your own 
troops, has received the name of stratagie. The last 
has been called tactics, but would be more pro- 
perly denominated the art of combat. 

Conforming to this division of the subject, I shall 
assemble the definitions and maxims, which govern 
under these two heads, and shall add some incidental 
remarks and illustrations. 

OF LINES OF OPERATIONS, &c. 

This branch, as already noticed, has been called 
the plan of campaign, but with little propriety—as it 
is quite impossible, that you can hypothecate with 
any exactness in your closet, the movements either 
of yourself or of your enemy, in the field: not those 
of yourself, because your conduct must necessarily 
be governed by events ; nor those of your enemy, be- 
cause you are not in the secret of his intentions, nor 
of the means he may employ to execute them. This 
part of the art, therefore, resolves itself into the mere 
choice of positions, which, whether your object be 
offensive or defensive, will best promote that general 
object. Thou h thus narrowed in its meanin and 
application, and though perhaps not the most sublime 
branch of the science, still it is one of very high mo- 
ment; without which, victories, if gained, will be 
barren—and defeats, if suffered, fatal. — : 

In technical language, lines of operations are either 
simple or double ; excentric or concentric ; interior or 
exterior ; profound, secondary or accidental ; deriving 
their names from relations of place, or from some 
quality inherent in themselves. 

Simple lines are those formed by an army acting 
in masse. 

Double lines are those formed by an army acting 
on the same frontier, and with the same object, but in 
separate bodies. 

Excentric line are those formed by an army march- 
ing from the same point on diverging lines. 

Concentric lines are those formed by an army 
marching from different bases to unite ata point in 
front, or in rear, of these bases. 

Interior lines are those which you oppose to an 
enemy, and to which is given an inéerior direction. 

Exterior lines are formed on the extremities of one 
or more of the lines of the enemy. 

Deep lines are those which are remote from your 
object. 

Secondary lines are those formed by two corps act- 
ing on the same developement. er 

Accidental lines (as the name sufficiently indi- 
cates,) are those growing out of any change in the 
primitive line of operations, and which gives to these 
a new direction. These ast are rare, and when the 





result of a good coup d’e@il, very important. It is 
honorable to the United States, that the history of 
their war of the revolution, furnishes one of the finest 
examples of them. I mean the accidental line of ope- 
rations taken by Gen. Washington in New Jersey, 
after the action at Princeton. In mere relation to 
military principles, this was not inferior to that taken 
by the King of Prussia after the battle of Hohenkir- 
chen. 

It remains to present to the reader the maxims, 
which, on this head, result from the history of all 
modern wars. 

1. Simple and interior lines are the most advanta- 
geous, because from the unity of mass in the former, 
and the shorter movements which result from the lat- 
ter, you can always bring to the attack or defence of 
any given point your whole force. These were often 
employed by Frederick, and always by Napoleon. 

* * * * * * * * 


3. Double, exterior, and all muliiplied lines have 
been unsuccessful, when opposed by those of simple 
and interior form and direction; because they can 
but oppose to an attack (en masse) weak and separate 
divisions. This maxim has been proved, as well by 
our own history, as by that of Germany and France. 
Burgoyne’s line of operations (in 1777) was double 
and exterior. Operating as he did on the arc, and the 
American army on the corde, his wings fell in suc- 
cession, and but announced the surrender of the main 
army. 

ri The most advantageous direction for a simple, 
maneuvering line, is that which may be given to it 
on the wing or on the rear of an enemy, because in 
that case you engage only a part of his forces, and 
because (finding a flank menaced) his primitive po- 
sition will not be maintained. the French army of 
the Danube, after maneuvering on the left wing of 
General Cray, marched rapidly through Switzerland, 
and put itself on the right extremity of the Austrian 
line of defence, and, by this movement alone, con- 
quered all the country between the Rhine and Da- 
nube, without pulling atrigger. A similar movement 
of the army of reserve, carried it on the rear of Melas, 
and produced results still more important. 

5. The shape or figure of a frontier, having, like 
the northern side of Bohemia, or eastern of Swisser- 
land, a central and salient angle, is highly favorable to 
lines of operations; because, besides that your ma- 
neuvres are here necessarily wterior, you are so far 
advanced upon the position of your enemy, as to be 
able to gain his flank or rear. 

* * * * * * * * 

7. Two interior lines (such as those mentioned in 
article 6,) [which is omitted for want of diagram,] 
must avoid being compressed into a space, too narrow 
to permit their display, as well as the opposite faults 
of spreading themselves too widely, or pushing too 
far any separate attacks. The reasons for both rules 
are obvious. 

It will be perceived, that I have, thus far, spoken 
only of maneuvering lines, and have left unnoticed 
those traced out by art, or indicated by nature. My 
reasons for this omission, will not be mistaken. Of 
the former, none exist in this country, and the uses 
of the latter are not rejected by the maxims I have 
laid down. He must be more than a novice in the 
art, who does not know that mountains, ridges, de- 
files, rivers, lakes, swamps and forests, form good 
points of support in a line of operations; and we may 
say of a general, who either knows not, or neglects 
to profit by these, what Frederick humorously said 
of Prince Ferdinand’s mule, “twenty years’ service 
will not make him a tactician.” 

It remains to offer a few maxims on the stratagic 
part of this ead. 

1, Marches on your own line, if in the fuce of an 
enemy, should be masked; because not being made 
without an object, and being preliminary to oifensive 
or defensive measures, their success will often de- 
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end upon the secrecy with which they are executed. | her husband sent her word that a retreat was ordered, 
This is best secured by night movements, or if any|and begged her to set off to Brussels with as little de- 
reason forbids these, by availing yourself of some lo-|lay as possible. The servant, who was a foreigner, 
cal circumstance (such as the cover of a wood or of a] deserted his mistress like a villain, and went off with 
ravine,) and by demonstrations, which will fix the|his horse. She did not hesitate to obey her husband’s 
attention of your enemy on a point, diiferent from| commands; but, forlorn and unprotected as she was, 
that which is your real object. Your order of march|she set off alone with quiet resolution on her journey 
should be in two columns, by flanks, with platoons at| of five-and-twenty miles: she set off on foot, leading 
entire distances, and ready to take an order of battle| the ass laden with her baggage. She passed along 
by a simple conversion. through the retreating British army, exposed at times 
2. Marches made out of the presence, or stroke, of an| to great danger from the firing of the artillery. When 
enemy, and upon your own line, are best executed by | she reached the great road to Brussels, the army were 
dividing your army into four or more columns, moved | falling into line for the terrible conflict. She had 
by different routes. The advantages of this order of} walked on through the dreadful storm which raged 
march are—greater celerity of movement, greater fa-| on that evening—the evening before the battle—the 
cility of subsistence, and the influence of the doubts | rain pouring in torrents, and the lightning hurling its 
and disquietudes with which your enemy may be in-| forked and deadly fires round her defenceless head. 
spired, by the uncertainty thrown over your real point|She had come up to the spot, where, perhaps, all 
of attack or defence. that would be soon left of her husband would be a 
ee cold and disfigured corpse, and he was then, perhaps, 

THE “ GREAT BIG GuN.”-This gun, the Columbiad, | within a few hundred yards of the young and unpro- 
he largest weapon of destruction ever manufactured | tected wife; but she did not attempt to seek him 
in this country, istruly a great curiosity—and excites | among that immense army of 80,000 men; nay, she 
admiration not only from its size, but from its exquisite | did not wish to unmanor distress him by her presence. 
finish. It is a fine specimen of mechanical skill. Its | Quietly and slowly she kept on her toilsome way 
greatest length is a little more than 9 feet—the length | during the whole of the Saturday night. The road 
of the bore, including the chamber, is 90 inches—the from Waterloo, till within a few miles of Brussels, is 
diameter of the muzzle 205 inches—diameter of the through the forest of Soignee, and hemmed in on both 
bore, 10inches. It weighs about 9 tons—and earries sides by the tall trees. * Here the young wife met 
a solid ball of 130 weight—or a shell of 90 lbs. weight. | with many difficulties; the whole road was crowded 





The quantity of powder required for a full charge is by wagons and horses, and carriages of various sorts, 
19 Ibs. Some further experiinents with this huge by wounded soldiers, and by the terrified inhabitants 
piece of ordnance were made on Saturday, at South of the couniry; and still the storm continued with 
Boston, under the superintendence of Col. George unabated fury. Patiently, and with quiet persever- 
Bomford, Chief of the Ordnance Department—which | ance, the gentle lady went on, still leading the ass, 
were well worth witnessing, and carried conviction to but now barefoot, and almost wearied out with fatigue 
he minds of those present, of the tremendous power and dismay. At length she entered Brussels on the 
of such an engine, when used as a weapon of des- | Sunday morning. She had been mercifully protect- 
truction. The distance to which the shells were sent, ed by Him who is ever at the side of the destitute 
at a point blank elevation, was truly astonishing. and the friendless. She was in safety and unhurt, 
The effect of guns of this description—which may ‘and even the poor ass and the baggage had arrived 
be more properly called howitzers—was fully tried at uninjured. Her husband, too, was spared to thank 
the bombardment of the casile of St. Juan de Ulloa, God for his wife’s safety and his own. 
at Vera Cruz, by the French—and it must be obvious | 
that a small battery of these pieces, at the mouth of: The London United Service Journal, in a review 
aharbor, must prove an effectual protection against’ of Cooper’s American Naval history, which it severe- 
any naval force, which may be brought against it.! ly castigates, pays the following handsome compli- 








Indeed, the invention of these destructive machines, 
must change the whole character of defensive opera- 
tions.— Boston Journal. 


Tue Bra Gun.—The experimental proofs of the 
ten inch (howitzer) Columbiad, cast by the South Bos- 
ton Iron Company, which have been going on for 
some days past at South Boston Point under the direc- 
tion of Col. George Bomford, Chief of the Ordnance 
pat, soe assisted by Capt. Maynadier, were yes- 
terday carried to the extreine by bursting the gun. 
The results of the experiments show an increased 
range of projectiles at all angles much exceeding those 
of the largest sea coast mortars, or other ordnance, 
whilst, at the same time, a greater accuracy of fire is 
obtained. On examination of the pieces after burst- 
ing the gun, the iron was discovered to be softer than 
that usually found in iron cannon, owing to its being 
run in so large a mass. These experiments fully 
prove the great superiority of this description of ord- 
nance, and entire confidence in perfecting it in every 
respect in future trials is produced.—Boston Post. 


A Sorprer’s Wrre.—A touching description is 
given of a soldier’s wife in an account I remember 
to have read of the battle of Waterloo. A young 
Irish officer had married a very young and very love- 
ly Flemish laly. They were residing in cantonments 
at Rivelles, when he was‘suddenly and unexpectedly 
called of to the field of battle. All he could leave 
with his wife was his servant, one horse, and an ass 
to carry her baggage. Very soon after his departure, 


‘ment to the American navy: 

| ** Before we begin our review of this work, we 
| purpose paying the Navy of the United States the 
compliment which is justly its due—from its infancy 
to the present state, most bravely, most gallantly, 
have the officers and men of the naval profession in 
| America upheld the honor of their flag: there is 
|searcely one action in which the slightest imputa- 
tion can be cast upon any individual ; they have never 
avoided their enemies, excepting where it would 
| have been the height of imprudence to have faced 
them; they have fought with the most .determined 
valor; they have in many cases been successful 
over a nation which held undisputed the command 
of the ocean; and this very circumstance of combat- 
ting an enemy flushed with almost universal victory, 
adds a greener laurel to the Navy of the United 
States.” 


Harsen or ConsTANTINOPLE.—The following is 
from a letter to the New York Observer by Rev. G. 
B. Cheever: 

There can scarcely be a nobler specta7le in the 
world than a fleet of ships in the waters around Con- 
stantinople. I have visited the bay of Naples, the 
harbors of Leghorn, Genoa and Marseilles, those of 
Messina, Catania and Syracuse in Sicily, the bay of 
Falmouth in England, the bay of Cadiz, and the no- 
ble harbor of Carthagena in Spain, that of Lisbon 
on the Tagus, the bay of Alexandria in Egypt, the 
harbors of Smyrna and Trieste; but never beheld a 
place where the line of coast, the expanse of waters, 
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and the renge of cities combined with the shipping in} her sides and lightness of her hull, as compared with 
such an effect of magnificence. The fleet of the| wooden vessels of like tonnage, giving av advantage 


Sultan is really majestic in its appearance, though) in stowing and in buoyancy. She brought 320 large 


better for show than action; and in time of peace is, 


cases of sugar, and 762 bags cotton, besides a quantity 


usually moored a mile or two in extent from a point;of hides. She was built for the Pernambuco trade, 
in the mouth of the Bosphorus opposite one of the! and as there isa bar at that harbor, it was deemed ad- 
palaces, down to the harbor of Constantinople within} visable that she should be constructed without a keel, 


the Seraglio and the Golden Horn. We visited the 
Captain Pasha’s ship, with two other line-of-battle 
slips, one of them a splendid frigate, said by her eom- 
mander, an American naval officer in the service of 
the Sultan, to be the largest in the world; built by 


so that she might cross it with safety. It is found, 
however, that she could accomplish this with that ap- 
pendage, so necessary to hojJding a wind when beating, 
and she is accordingly ** kneeled’’ when discharged. 
She is still as tight as a bottle, never on any occasion 


Mr. Rhodes, the Sultan’s American ship-builder.| having made any water. 





** This is not.a province, it is a country,’’ exclaimed 
a portly Turkish Admiral, as he stood on the quarter- 
deck in the midst of us, and surveyed with admira- 
tion the vast size and symmetry of the vessel. The 
commencing transition from Turkish to English 
dresses and discipline on board, prevented that sea- 
trim, which ceed have been in keeping; knots of 
midshipmen, half in the English, half in the Turkish 

arb, were reclining over their studies on the gun- 

eck ; and all the furniture, except that of the kitchen, 
seemed better fitted for use than the men to use it. | 
We were received on board with much courtesy,! 
after being served in the Pasha’s cabin. 





Frigate Unirep Sratres.—The New York Star 
says—- - 

We have it from what we deem good authority, that 
the U. States frigate United States, lately fitted at) 
Boston, at an expense of $82,000, for the Brazil sta- 


tion, has undergone a survey at Brooklyn, and been 
pronounced unseaworthy. 
The above paragraph is copied extensively by the) 
ress, ‘but no one has thought proper to question the 
ruth of the assertion, or to ask by whom the ship has 














been ** pronounced unseaworthy.”’ ‘The United States | j 
‘B—Capt. J. R. Smith, H. @. Picolata. 


underwent a thorough examination at the Navy, Yard 
at Charlestown, was taken into the Dry Dock, her 
bottom stripped, calked and new coppered, her masts 


were taken out, carefully surveyed and replaced; ev-| 


ery pert of the ship was considered to be in good or- 
der for the service for which she was destined, and 
that she was completely fitted no one can doubt, who 
knows the high standing, both as a seainan and naval 
commander, of Com. Downes, who now commands at 
the Navy Yard, or the reputation of the geptleman 
who had charge of the ship, when given up from the 
Yard, to be prepared for sea. This officer was the 
first Lieut. Lewis Goldsborough, Esq., one of the most 
accomplished seamen in our Navy. It is doing great 
injustice to these officers, and many others, little infe- 
rior in merit, as well as to the mechanics who are em- 
ployed at this Naval Station, to give currency to such 
anonymous charges—while the main facts in the case 
have been withheld, viz—that the ship was needlessly 
exposed to the risk (always great for so large a vessel ) 
of going into New York, drawing 26 feet water, and 
thaf she did, in fact, strike on a shoal off the port, and 
again after receiving a pilot. Whether she is in fact 
unseaworthy, these repeated accidents have contribu- 
ted to her unseaworthiness—or it is solely to be attri- 
buted to want of skill in the mechanics of Boston, will 
appear by and by. When the frigate l-ft Boston she 
was * pronounced” fit for a three years’ cruise.— 
Boston Daily Advertiser. 





IRoN SAILING sHip.—An English paper gives the 
following account of the first sailing ship which has 
been built. 

THE sHIP IRonstpE.—This fine vessel, command- 
ed by Captain Mitchell, the only iron sailing ship in 
the iadsaan arrived from Pernambuco on Sunday 
last, after accoinplishing her second voyage to South 


America, and is now lying on the east side of George’s fy 
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Wilitary Hnteliizgence. 


Pay Department—Captain Benjamin Walker, 3d 
infy., appointed Paymaster, Dee 17. 

Eugene Van Ness appointed Paymaster, Dec. 18. 

Ordnance Department—S. H. Osgood, M. 8. K., 
ordered Sept. 25, to superintend the construction of the 
Depot, at Memphis, Tennessee, under the directions of 
Captain Symington. 

Dec. 17—Lieut. L. A B. Walbach on temporary du- 
ty in the Ordnance office 





|Mames and Stations of the Officers of the 2d Infantry, 


Nov. 30, 1839. 
Col. Hugh Brady, Bvt. Brig. Gen., Detroit, Mich. 


Lt.Col. A. Cummings,* on furlough, Brownville, N.Y. 


Major Gustavus Loomis, Commanding regiment ; 
head quarters, Picolata, E. F. 
Lieut. J. M. Clandenin, Adjutant, Head Quarters. 
Lieut. J. MeKinstry, A. C, 8. and A. A. Q. M. 
Assistant Surgeon John B. Wells. 
Co’s. 
A—Capt. T. Morris, en route from Fort Moniac to 
Fort Wacissa. 
Ist Lieut. A. R. Hetzel,* A.Q.M.,Washington, D.C. 
2d Lieut. EF. R.S. Canby, on duty with company. 


Ist Lieut. J. W. Penrose, acting ordnance officer, 
and in charge of clothing depot, Garey’s Ferry. 
2d Lieut. J. McKinstry, Picolata. 
C—Capt. 8S. Casey, Forts Nos. 16 & 17, E. F. 
Ist Lieut. ER. Long, Com’g Co. F temporarily, 
| St. Augustine. 
2d Lieut. G C. Westcott, on duty with company. 
|; D—Capt. S. P. Heintzelman, A Q. M., Tallahassee’ 
Ist Lt J. W. Anderson,Com’g.Co. Fort No. 12,E. F. 
2d Lieut. A. T. Hoffman, on duty with company. 
E—Capt. J. J. B. Kingsbury, Forts Nos. 20&21, E. F. 
ist Lieut. J. M. Clendenin, Adjutant; head quarters. 
2d Lieut. KE. W. Hardenberg, sick at Garey’s Ferry. 
F—Capt. H_ Day, sick at Pittsburgh. 
Ist Lieut I. R D Burnett, sick at LeRoy, N. Y. 
2d Lieut. C. S. Lovell, on duty with company, St. 
Augustine. 
G—Capt. E. K. Barnum, en route from Fort Gilmer to 
Kort Wacissa. 
Ist Lieut. G. W. Patten, on duty with company. 
2d Lieut. J. Hayden, on duty with company. 
H—Capt. C. A. Waite, A. Q. M., Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
Ist Lieut. H. W. Wessells, Com’g. company, Fort 
No. 11, E. F. ‘ 
2d Lieut. D. Davidson, on duty with company. 
{—Capt. A. B. Eaton, Com. Sub., Garey’s Ferry. 
Ist Lieut. M. R. Patrick, Com’g. Co., Forts Russell 
and Dallas, near Key Biscayne. 
2d Lieut. C. E. Woodruff,* on duty with company. 
K—Capt. and Byt. Major G. Dearborn,* Com’g. re- 
cruiting Depot, Fort Wood, Bedlow’s Island, 
New York harbor. 
Ist Lieut. W. Alburtis, Com’g. Co., Fort Macomb, 
Suwannee river. 
2d Lieut. Martin, on duty with company. 





| *Since promoted. 
' Norg—The above statement is made up from returns 
rnished by two different officers, for which we have 


Dock. She measures 261 tons; yet, though a fine to express our thanks, and to request of the Adjutants 
model, has wanes a cargo, principally of sugar, of the several regiments similar returns, which we shall 


amounting to 31 


tons dead weight, the thinness of take pleasure in publishing.— Editor. 
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Naval Intelligence. 





U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


Paciric squapron—Brig Boxer, Lt. Comd’t. W. C. 
Nicholson, at Mazatlan, Aug. 4, to sail next day for 
New York, touching at Valparaiso and Rio Janeiro. 


West Ixpia squapron—Ship Warren, Com’r. Spencer, 
at Havana, Dec, 4—all well. The following is a list 
of her officers: 

Commander, Wiiiiam A. Spencer, Esq. 

Lieutenants, James T. Gerry, Joseph Lanman, J. 
Randolph Tucker, Daniel R. Ridgely; 

Purser, Thomas Marston Taylor; 

Surgeon, Daniel Egbert; 

Master, James W. Cooke; 

-1Iss°t. Surgeon, Augustus F. Lawyer; 

Prof. Mathematics, M. Yarnall; 

Passed Midshipman, Washington Gwathmey; 

Midshipmen, Wm. F. Boudinot, John Guest, Stephen 
D. Vallette, Felix G. Mayson, Gustavus D Lemoine, 
Wim. A. Webb, Paul Shirley, James W. A. Nicholson; 

Gunner, J. W. Pennington; 

Sailmaker, Madison Wheeden; 

Boatswain, John Bray; 

Purser’s Clerk, Donald Davidson. 

The U. S. sloop of war Levant, Commander Smoot, 
sailed from this port on Friday last, Dec. 6, on a cruise 
to windward. ‘The following is a list of her officers: 

Josern Smoot, Esq., Commander; Lieutenants, S 
S Lee, L. Pennington, J C Sharpe; -2ct’g. Master, 
Latham B Avery; Surgeon, Win F Patton; Purser, 
Benjamin F Hart; Assistant Surgeon, John J Aber- 
nethy; Midshipmen, J B Howell, Edward 'T Nichols, 
Foxhall A Parker, Charles M Morris, L. R Law, J 
Ii Moore, C H Bertody; Captain’s Clerk, 'T H Stoneall; 
Boatswain, J Bryant; Carpenter, F M Cecil; Sailma- 
ker, J Parker; Gunner, John Lord; Purser’s Steward, 
B Prescott.— Pensacola Gazette, Dec. 7. 


The U.S. steamer Poinsett, Commander Mayo, ar- 


rived here Thursday night from a cruise of six months 
on the coast of Florida, touching on her way at St. Au- 
gustine, Savannah, Charleston, and Smithville. On 
the night of the 12th instant the Poinsett encountered a 
severe gale off Lookout, in which she sustained consi- 
derable damage in the machinery and hull, and put into 
Ocracocke, which port she is last from. ‘The officers 
and crew are in goud health.—. Norfolk Beacon, Dec. 21. 


The following is a list of the officers of the Poinsett: 
Commander, |. Mayo; 

Lieutenants, I. S. Sterett and M. Smith; 

Acting Lieutenant, L. Handy; 

Surgeon, Wm M. Wood; 

Passed Ass’t. Surgeon, D. S, Green; 


Midshipmen, M. C. Watkins, and Wm. M. Cald- | 


avell ; 
Captair’s Clerk, W. C. Tuck. 
dst Engineer, James Atkinson; 
2d Engineer, N. C. Davis; 
Boatswain, Ed Cavendy; 
Carpenter, J. McDonald; 
Sailmaker, George Thomas; 
Gunner, Daniel Kelly. 


The U. S. sloop of war Dale, Commander ‘Gwinn, 
from Philadelphia, anchored below the Naval Hospital 
on Saturday, and exchanged salutes with the flag ship 


. 


of Commodore Warrington.—Ibid, Dec. 23. 


The U. S. brig Dolphin, got under way yesterday 
forenoon, and proceeded to sea. The following is a 
¥st of her officers: 


Crarves H Betr, Esq., Lieut Commanding ; Liuten- 


ants, James Findlay Schenck, James P McKinstry; | 


P Assistant Surgeon, Robert T Barry; Purser, Thomas 
B Nalle; P. Midshipmen, J R M Mullany, John S 
Neville; Midshipmen, G E West, James Ladd, Wm F 
Spicer; Pursey’s Clerk, J R Neilley.—New York Cour. 
§ Eng. : . 


— 


| 


From the Philadelphia Exchange Books. 

MUTINY ON BOARD A NEW YORK PACKET SHIP, 

U.S. Revenve sriag Wasiixeron, 
Delaware Breakwater, Dec. 20, 1839. 

Dear Sir: Last evening, off Egg Harbor, blowing 
hard from N.W., I fell in with the packet ship Roches- 
ter, from Liverpool, bound to New York, 260 passen- 
gers, crew in a state of mutiny. I put Lieut. Chad- 
dock and 13 men on board, and took out 12 mutineers. 

I unfortunately, shortly after, carried away the top 
yard, and was obliged to bear up for this place. I am 
in hopes to replace it to-morrow and shall be off imme- 
diately. 

My respects to my friends, and believe me yours sin- 
cerely, 

ALEX. V. FRAZER, Lieut. Comg. 
J. Correr, Esq., Merchants Exchange. 

I had one man badly frozen last night, and came here 
oe with ice. I stove my best boat is boarding the 
ship. 

(The Rochester, Captain Woodhouse, sailed from 
Liverpool, about Nov. 23.] 


WMARREAGES. 


In New York, on the 11th inst, JAMES BAYARD 
WHITTEMORE, to JEANNETTE ELIZA, only 
daughter of Capt. J. D. Sioar, U.S. Navy. ~ 

At Louisville, Ky., on the 5th instant, WIIL.LIAM B. 
WHITING, Esq., of the U. S. Navy, to Miss MARY 
LEE NICHOLLS, adopted daughter of the late James 
' Brcce Nicuouts, Esq., of Alexandria, D, C, 
| In Boston, Mr. HENRY EDGAR, Boatswain U. 8, 
navy, to Miss SUSAN: CURRY. 
| In Brooklyn, N. Y., on the 25th ult., WILLIAM 

HURLBUT, to ELIZABETH W., daughter of 











| W. 
the late Siras Burier, Esq., formerly Purser in the U, 
S. navy. . 











DEATHS. 


In New York, on Tuesday morning, 10th inst., Major 
JOHN 8S. LYTLE, Paymaster U.S. A., aged 39 years, 
| His remains were taken to Philadelphia for interment. 
| At Pensacola, on the 29th Nov., Lieut. WILLIAM 
BAINBRIDGE LUDLOW, of the U.S. navy, in the 
27th year of his age, and son of the late Capt. Cuanrues 
Luptow, formerly of the U. S. navy, who died a short 
time since at Newburgh, N. Y. 

In Boston, on the 2d instant, Mrs. MARY GREEN, 
aged 78 years; relict of Timoruy Green, Esq. 


oe ee 











NAVY SLOP CLOTHING. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, Dec. 21, 1839, 
i oY consequence of the samples not having reached all the yards, 
by which those wishing to furnish Slop Clothing for 1840 are 
to be governed in making their offers, the time for receiving pro- 
posals, as required by the advertisement of the 3d, is extended to 
10 o’clock A. M, of Friday, 3d of January next, until which time 
none of the offers which have been received will be opened. 
Dec. 26—td 


MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 


SECOND EDITION. 
THE above work was compiled by Col. TroeMan Cross, of 
the U. S. army, and coutains all the laws in relation to the 
| Army, Marine Corps, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838, 
Orders for the work, addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 
PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 
attended to. Nov. 14—3m 














| 

E. OWEN & Co., 
| MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 

NEAR FULLER’s HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

| EG leave to inform their patrons of the Army aad Navy, 
| that they have made ariangements to receive, direct from 
| London, gold and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and sil 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipment of offi- 
cers fur either service, of avery superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that rive 4 have at length succeeded in 
| procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
| the quality of which has been acknowledged by gentlemen of the 

Corps of unquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
rarest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 


Sept. 26~ 
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NOTICE, 
ROPOSALS will be received at the office of the Comm 
General of Purchases, in Phitadelpbia, to furnish the f 





~ 


ollow- ‘- 
ing materials aud articles for the United States Army, cae 


year 1340, viz: 
Blue cloth, 6.4 wide, died in indigo and in the wool. 
Sky-blue twilled cioth, 6.4 wide. 
Unbleached cotton shirting, 7-8 wide. 
Flannel of cotton and wool, 7-8 wide. 
Canton flannel, 3-4 wide. 
Uuble ched cottun drilling, 3-4 and 7-8 wide. 
Bleached do 3-4 wide. 
Uniform caps, for Dragoons, Artillery, and Infantry. 
Pompons for Artillery and Infantry. 
Hair plumes for Dragoons. 
Bands and tassels do 
Aiguillettes for Artillery and Infantry. 
Worsted sashes, crimson aud yellow. 
Shoulder straps, for Artillery and Infantry. 
do brass, for Dragoons. 
Epaulettes, N. C. Staff, Artillery and Infantry. 
Forage caps, new pattern. 


~~ 
‘« 


4 


« 


| 
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be withheld from the amount of each payment to be made, as 
collateral security for the due and faithful performance of the 
respective contracts, which will, on no account, be paid until the 
contracts are complied with in all respects, Atter deducting ten 
reentum, payment will be made by the United States within 
irty days after the said articles shall have been inspected and 
received, and bills for the same approved by the commandaats of 
the respective navy yards aforesaid, according to the terms of the 
contracts. 
The Board reserve to themselves the riglt to reject all offers 
from perso s wha haye heretofore failed to fulfil their contracts. 
Dec. 5—td , 


NAVY SLOP CLOTHING FOR THE YEAR 1840. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, Dec. 3, 1839. 

GEALED PROPOSALS, endorsed ‘ Proposals for Slop Cloth- 

ing,’’ will be received at this office until 10 o’clock A. M. of the 
2st instant, for furnishing and delivering, at each of the Navy 
Yards, at Charlestown, Massachusetts, Brooklyn, New York, and 
Gosport, Virginia, the following articles, viz. 

600 Pea Jackets . 








Laced bootees, pairs. 1,500 Blue Cloth Jackets 
Woollen helt cesokings. 2,000 Blue Cloth Trowsers 
Leather stocks. 2,000 White Flannel Shirts 
Blankets, 6} feet long, 5 feet wide, weight 4 Ibs. 2,000 White Flannel Drawers 
Horse blankets, blue, 6 feet long, 55 wide, weight 4 Ibs. \ 2,000 White Linen Frocks 
Metal Cap Equipments for Dragoons, Artillery and Infantry. 800 White Duck Trowsers 
Buttons, coat and vest, for ° do do 1,000 White German Linen Trowsers 
Do U.S. large and small, yellow and white. 500 Black Silk Handkerchiefs 
Do _for shirts and suspenders. 2,000 Pairs Woollen Stockings 
Felling Axes. 1,000 Pairs of thick Sewed Leather Shoes 
Hatchets. 1,000 Pairs of Sewed Leather Pumps 
Spades. 500 Blankets 


Worsted Binding and Cord of all kinds. 

[The quantity aud number of these articles will be determined 
hereafter. ] 

Casks and Cooperage, for one year from April next. | 

Saddles complete for Dragoons. 

Bridles with martingales. 

oe 

Spurs, an 

Leather halters. 

The whole are to be of domestic manufactured materials. Pat- 
terns of all the required woollen and cotton cloths and articles, 
are deposited in the Commissary General’s Oifice, in this city, 
for examination. - Samples of any of tne woollen and cotton cloths 
will be sent to any manufacturer on application to this office, by | 
mail, and such information given as may be desired. the Bootees 
are to be of eight sizes, andthe Caps of five sizes. The sizes and 
proportions of sizes will be stated in the Contracts. On the sam- 
ples and patterns exhibited, the coutracts will be fonnded,and in 
spections made, and no article will be received that is inferior in 
the material or workmanship to, or that does not correspond in 
every respect with, the pattern on which a contract is founded. 

The supplies are to be delivered at the United States Arsenal, 
near Philadelphia, for inspection, in equal monthly purtions, and 
the contracts are to be fulfilled on or before the first day ot July, 
1840. 

The proposals must be in writing, sealed, and endorsed * Pro- 
posals,” and must reach the office of the Commissary General ot | 

urchases on or before the 7th day of January, 1840. Security 
avill be required for the fulfilment of contracts. 

CoMMISSARY GENERAL’S 9.3 


Philadelphia, Dec. 7, 1839. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, Nov. 27, 1839. 
EALED PROPOSALS will be received at this office until 3 
o’ciock P. M., of the 2lst December next, for furnishing and | 
delivering at each of the respective navy yards at Charlestown, | 
Mass., Brooklyn, N.Y , and Gosport, Va., on or before the first 
day of May next, the following articles, viz. 











Dec. 12—td 








First for: 
25,000 pounds of dry white lead, of American manufacture. 
Second for: 

1,500 pounds of dry French yellow 

1,000 pounds of dry red lead 

_200 pounds of litharge 

250 pounds of dry Venetian red 
25 pounds of dry chrome yellow 
10 pounds of dry Prussian blue 
50 pounds of dry verdigris 

1,000 pounds of lampblack 

1,000 pounds of whiting. 

Ind third for : 

1,500 gallons raw linseed oil. 

The proposals must be made separately for each yard, and for 
the white lead, the oil, and the other paints, as they will be de- 
cided upon without reference to each other. 

All the articles must be of the very best quality, and subject to 
such inspection and teste as may be prescribed by the Navy Com- | 
missioners, or commandant ofthe navy yard whcre they are deli- 
vered, and be in all respeets, both as regards quality and ihe con- 
dition of the casks and packages in which the articles are deli- 
vered, sy their entire satisfaction, or the articles will not be 
received. 


The Pea Jackets, Blue Cloth Jackets and Trowsers, Flannel 
Shirts and Drawers, are to be made from materials of American 
manufacture. All the articles are to be fully equal to the samples 
which are deposited at the Navy Yards near Boston, New York, 
and Norfolk, at which places schedules, showing the sizes of the 
different articles of clothing, may also be seen. When the articles 
are to be of more than one size, two-thirds of the number furnished 
are to be of the largest size, and one-third of the smallest size, ex- 
cepting the Shoes and Stockings, which must be of assorted sizes, 
and which will be specified in the contracts that may be made. 


All the said articles of Slop Clothing must be subjected to such 
inspection and survey as the Commissioners of the Navy shall ci 


| rect, by instructions to the commanding officers of the respective 
| Navy Yards of delivery. And no portion of the said Slop Cloth- 
| ing will be received that is not fully equal to the samples or patterns 


both in materials and workmanship, and does not conform in all 
other respects to the stipulations and provisions of the contracts to 
be made. 

The prices to be asked for the several denominations of articles 
enumerated must be mean or average prices, without regard to the 
sizes, and must be calculated to cover every expense attending the 
fulfilment of the contracts, until the articles have passed inspection, 
pews approved, and received, including the necessary metal Naval 

uttons. 

The whole must be delivered in good, tight, substantial, and dry 
packing-boxes or hogsheads, aud in good shipping order, at the ex- 
pense of the contractors, and to the entire satistaction of the com- 
mandants of the Yards. 

Separate proposals must be made, first, for the Shoes; second, 
for the Stockings; third, for the Blankets; and, fourth, for the 
other articles; and the proposals for the deliveries at each Yurd 
must also be separate and distinct, as distinct contructs will be made 

or each. 

f One-fourth of the quantity of each article to be delivered at each 
of the Navy Yards must be delivered on or before the first day of 
March next; one-fourth on or before the fifteenth day of April 
next; and the remainder on or before the first day of June next. 

And in case of iailure on the part of the contractors to deliver ar- 
ticles within the time specified, the Navy Commissioners to have 
the right to direct purchases to be made to supply the deficiencies, 
and any excess of cost to be charged to and paid by the contractors. 

Persons making offers must stipulate specificaily that they will 
furnish, under the contracts to be made, any additional quantity of 
any of the kinds and descriptions of articles embraced in their res- 
pective proposals, which the Commissioners of the Navy may re- 
quire within the year 1840; not to exceed one-half the quantities 
and descriptions named in this advertisement, upon receiving sixty 
days’ notice to that effect. 

onds, in one-third the amount of the respective contracts, will 
be required, and ten per centum in addition will be withheld from 
the amount of each*payment to be made, as collateral security for 
the due and faithful performance of the respective contracts, which 
will on no account be paid until the contracts are complied with in 
all respects; and it is to be forfeited to the use and Fenefit of the 
United States in the event of failures to complete the deliveries w)- 


in the prescribed periods. 

After deducting ten per centum, payment will be made by the 
United States, within thirty days after the said Slop Céthing shail 
have been inspected and received, and bills for the amc, appreved. 
by the Commandant of the respective Navy Yarés, according to the 
terms of the contracts, shall have been presented to the Navy 

t 
. 3 reserve to themselves the 





Bonds in one-third the estimated amount of the respective 
contracts will be required, and ten per centum, in addition, will 


he Board of Navy Commissiorez 
a to rejeet all offers from perseas W 
fulfi 


ho have heretofore failed to 
I their contracts with the Navy Department. 








